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The three new criminal laws need
proper and thorough discussions

The Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, 2023 (BNS) was
enacted on December 25,
2023, repealing and
replacing the Indian Penal
Code, (1860) IPC as the
new penal code of the
country. The Three new
laws, Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, BharatiyaNagarik
Suraksha Sanhita and the
Bharatiya Sakshva
Adhirivam have comeinto
effectfromduly 1, 2024. The
goverment view wasthat the
IPC continued asarelic of
pre-independence British-
era housing outdated
provisionsthat did not align
with the evolving modern
rights and inclusion based
discourse.

Themajor political leaders,
scholars, law experts and
significant analysts had

expressed deep concerns.
After thepalitical and mora
defeat inthejust concluded
Lok Sabha election PM
Modi ispretending to respect
thedignity of the Condtition.
Jugt recdll thetruth. Thetruth
isthat thethree laws of the
criminal justice system that
arebeingimplemented now
were forcibly passed by
sugpending 150 Membersof
Parliament. Our
Parliamentary system was
badly affected but it will be
intolerable to face such
coercive measuresto topple
thedignity of Sansad andthe
people of India. Infact the
threecrimind lawstoreplace
the IPC, Crpc and Indian
Evidence Act are mostly
same as more than 90
percent of thenew lawsare
cut and paste only, then how

G. DEVARAJAN
General Secretary
All IndiaForward Bloc

it can be proper to say that
new lawswill freeusfromthe
colonia mind-set?

Therearemany retrograde
provisions. Some changes
are prima facie
unconstitutional. The
Standing Committee
members have expressed
deep concerns over the
provisionsand had written
detailed dissent notesto the
three Bills. But the
goverment ignored and did
not answer any of the
criticisms written in the
dissent notes. Therewasno
debateinthe Parliament and
150 members of the
parliament were ousted.
Several analysts, Law

scholars, judgesand lawvyers
havewritten enough articles
and conducted many
seminars to point out the
gravedeficienciesinthethree
new laws.

This process of modifying
crimina lawswereinitiated
whenModi Governmentwas
in clear majority and had
planned to retain political
power at any cost. Now we
will seethisBharatiyaNyaya
Sanhita (BNS) Bharatiya
Nagarita Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) that had replaced
the previousonewill allow
for using draconian police
powersfor political vested
interests. ThisBNSalows
for police custody from 15
up to 60 or 90 days. In this
way opponentsaregoing to
be crushed and will be
slencedruthlesdly.

Lawyers academicsandcivil
society activistsgathered on
February 26, 2024 at the
Indialnternational Centreto
flag the three new criminal
laws and stated that the
object of thelegidationisnot
to undo coloniality but to
suppressdissent. That iswhy
it was passed after
suspending 150 MPsasthe
ruling sideisunableto face
debate. Recently lawyers
and activistsarecallingon
PM Modi’s government to
halt the implementation of
new criminal laws, arguing
they will increaselitigationin
an overburdened justice
system and grant excessive
powersto police. Lawyers
fear old casescould continue
to drag on as the ruling
deadlines apply to new
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This year marks the 70"
Anniversary of the
Panchasheel of peaceful
co-existence. Chinese
Embassy in Delhi
organizedaseminar onthis
occasion. Leaders of
AIFB, CPI(M), CPI and

other civil society
organi zationsparticipated
intheseminar.

Remarks by Com. G.
Devarajan, General
Secretary of theAll India
Forward Bloc in the
Seminar bangorganised by

the Embassy of the Peopl€e's
Republicaof Chinainlndiaon
the occasion of the 70
Anniversary of the Five
Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence on 4" July
2024.

H.E. Hu Fethong, Chinese

70 Anmversary of Panchasheel
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SEMINAR ON THE 7

ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIVE PRINCIPL

Ambassador to India, Dear
Comradesand Friends,

Inthe complex landscape of
international relations, the
principles of peaceful
coexistence and mutual
respect have often served as
abedrock for fosteringsable

UL COEXISTENCE

and cooperativerdationships
between nations. For India
and China, the Panchshedl
Agreement of 1954 stands
as a testament to such
principles, encapsulatingthe
essence of mutual
understanding, non-

interference, and respect for
sovereignty. As these twa
ancentavilizationsnavigate
their roles in the
contemporary globa arena]
therelevance of Panchshed
remains undiminished
offering a framework for
condructiveengagementand
conflict resolution.

First and foremost, the
principles of peaceful
coexistence and mutual
respect for sovereignty
remain pertinent in the

on page 2..
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Editorial

Bypollsto 13 assembly sestsin seven sates held
onJuly 10, werenecessitated following vacancies
created due to deaths or resignations of
incumbent MLAsfrom different parties. The
general Lok Sabhael ection result had reflected
the downfall of Modi eraasthey bagged 240
setsanddearly INDIA blocgained strength. This
bypolls are seen as significant test for the
opposition INDIA bloc after June4 result. This
timetheNDIA bloc emerged asamagjor gainer.
INDIA bloc won 10 seats, whilethe BJPwon
only 2 seets. Oneseat waswon by anindependent
candidate.

Trinmool Congresswon all four seats of West
Bengd, the Congressparty hasgained four seets
-two eachin Uttarakhand and Himacha Pradesh.
The Aam Aadmi Party won the lone seat in
Punjab. Anindependent candidatewon Bihar’'s
Rupauli seat. The BJP hasbagged one seat each
inHimacha Pradesh and MadhyaPradesh with
thinmargin.

Thereare clear messagesthat can be concluded

By-polis result:
Modi regime is
eroding fast

after seeing thisbypollsresult. Modi regimeis
eroding fast and erosioniscontinued. Our country
cannot begoverned by authoritarianand centralised
manner. Article1 of theCongtitutionreads, “ India,
thatisBharat, shall beaUnion of states.” Instead
of usingtheword ‘federalism’ our fore-fathers
gave prominenceto the states through severat
means (provisions) under the 7th Schedule. This
bas clessonwasnot learnt by the BJP. TheBJPin
hisprevioustwo termsnarrated and imposed its
concept of ‘onenation, onedection,........ This
isregjected by the people.

Theanother messageisthat itisnolonger possble
toignoretheyoung generation. Unemployment has
to betackled otherwiseit will erupt asvolcano.
Mgority hastofacetheproblemof highinflation
of basic commodities, the absence of
comprehensve hedth and education bility.
Our agriculture sector isabout to collapse and

farmer’ sissuecannot beignored. Thisisthenext
message.

Thisbypollsresultsclarified theend of Modi-rg
andtheupcoming combined effort of INDIA bloc
meansthat the powersof thestatesmentionedin
the Condtitution, must besaved. Theresultsfrom
the seven states reflects the same trend and
definesthe political will that oppositionruled
statesarevital for thedevelopment of India’s
economy. Recently OnJuly 2 PM havediscussed
the competitive cooperativefederalismbut his
discriminatory treatment and doubleor triple
enginegovernment model have dented enough
toour basic structure.

In short we can summarise this result as the
victory of combined effort, asthevictory of our
Condtitution, asthevictory of peopleover power,
and asthevictory of massesover authoritarian
rule. Theseresultsbear testimony to therise of
theINDIA bloc’selectoral successin several
dtates(pan-India) ismoving on and thisjourney
iscontinued with more acceleration. The pro-
people policiesarethe need of the hour and our
opposition hasto work morevigorously now.

70*" Anniversary of Panchasheel
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bilateral relationship. Both
Indiaand Chinaareancient
avilizationswithrichculturd
heritagesand diversesocieta
structures. The
acknowledgement of each
other’s sovereignty and
commitment to non-
interference are crucial in
fostering an atmosphere of
trust and understanding. As
both nations continue to
evolveand assert their roles
on the global stage,
adherencetotheseprinciples
helpsinmanaging differences
and preventing conflicts.
Therefore, the Panchsheel
Agreement holds enduring
relevance in the
contemporary context of
Sno-Indianrdations, despite
the geopolitical shifts and
challengesover thedecades.
Furthermore, theprincipleof
mutual benefit underscores
thepotentia for cooperation
in  economic and
developmentd spheres. India
and China are among the

world’s fastest-growing
economies, with significant
global influence.
Collaborative effortsunder
thePanchshed principlescan
facilitatejoint ventures, trade
partnerships, and
technologica exchangesthat
benefit not only both
countriesbut a so contribute
positively to regional and
globd gability.

Moreover, in the face of
contemporary global
challenges such asclimate
change, terrorism, and
pandemics, cooperation
between India and China
becomesimperative. Both
nations have immense
populationsand ecol ogical
footprints, making
collaboration on
environmenta protectionand
sustainable development
crucial. The Panchsheel
principles provide amoral
and ethical framework that
encourages both nationsto
work together towards
common goal sthat benefit
humanity asawhole.

With the diplomatic
framework provided by
Panchshed, we bdlievethat
the need of the hour is to
strengthen the mutual
friendship between the
peoplesof Indiaand China.
Educational exchanges,
academic research
collaborations, and media
partnershipsplay vitd rolesin
bridging societal gapsand
fostering ashared vision of
cooperation and mutual
respect. Theseinteractions
foster empathy, dispel
stereotypes, and build a
foundation of trust that
transcends  political
differences

Thesgnificance of people-
to-peoplereaionsbecomes
even more pronounced in
timesof geopolitica tenson
or diplomatic challenges.
While governments may
grapple with policy
differences or strategic
concerns,  grassroots
connectionsforged through
cultura exchangeprograms,
academic partnerships, and

youth exchangescan act as
stabilizing forces. These
interactionscultivateashared
sense of belonging and
solidarity among citizens,
encouraging dialogue and
constructive engagement
even during periods of
diplomatic strain. Enhanced
people-to-peoplerelations
facilitate greater economic
cooperdtion, paving theway
for joint ventures,
infrastructure projects, and
business collaborationsthat
benefit both societies and
contribute positively to
regional and global
prosperity.

The relevance of the
Panchsheel Agreement
between Indiaand Chinalies
not merely initshistorical
significance but in its
adaptability to contemporary
challenges. Asboth nations
navigatethar rolesinaragpidly
changing world order, the
principles of Panchsheel
provide a compass for
fostering stability,
cooperation, and mutual

understanding. Moreover,
investinginrobust people-to-
peoplereationsensuresthat
the bonds of friendship
between the peoplesof India
and Chinaremainreslientand
enduring, contributingtoa
more harmonious and
prosperousworld order. As
both nations look towards
the future, the synergy
between Panchsheel and
people-to-peoplerelations
offersapromising pathway
for sustainable cooperation
and shared development in
the 21t century and beyond.
on the occasion of the 70"
Anniversary of the Five
Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, | wish all
successand prosperity tothe
people of Chinaand India
and | am confident that the
fraternd relationship between
the people of both countries
will strengthen further inthe
coming days.

Long Live the fraternal
relationship between the
peopleof Chinaand India.
Thank youall.
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Subhas Chandra Bose’s Contribution in
Sending Indian Medical Mission to China

Indiaand China have been
neighboring countries and
maintaining culturd, reigious,
and educational relationsfor
thelast two thousand years.
Inthelast onehundred years,
two countries continued
exchangesin several areas.
At the beginning of the
twentieth century,
Rabindranath Tagore' svisit
to China in 1924 restored
bilateral culturd talks. Inthe
Second World War, Chinese
peoplefaced distressagainst
Japanese imperialism,
created sympathy in India.
Subhas Chandra Bose
protested against Japanese
behavior and extended his
support to China. All India
Congress Committee
(AICC) Working Committee
decided to help China on
three core issues: One,
Chinese people’s fight
against Japan and offering
sympathy to the Chinese
people; Two, Boycott
Japanesegoodsin Indig; and
Three, Sending a Medical
Ambulance to China with
doctors, nurses, medicines
and clothes. In February
1938, SubhasChandraBose
became Congress President,
and he primarily took the
whole responsibility of
sending Medical Missionto
China

Members of the Medical
Missonto China

AICC Working Committee
meeting held on 29 — 31
October 1937 in Calcutta
recommended resolutions
against Japan for their
aggression in China. The
Committee expressed deep
admiration for thebraveand
heroic struggle which the
Chinese people fought
against Japan. TheWorking
Committee decided to
observe “All India China
Day” on 12 September and
26 September 1937
throughout the country. The
Committee decided to
accept applications from
qualified medical menwho

wouldliketojointhemedica
Missionto Chinaand should
undertaketo servefor at least
oneyear. It decided that the
expenses of equipment,
board, and lodgingin China
andasmdl pocket dlowance
will be provided for the
doctors, will pay no salary.
Finally, five doctors were
selected whowere:

1. Dr. Madan Mohan Lal
Atal, Age 52 (Leader of the
Misson);

2. Dr. Moreswar Ram
Chaudre Cholker, Age 58
(Deputy Leader of the
Misson);

3. Dr. Dwarakanath
Shantaram Kotnis, Age 28
(Member of theMission);
4. Dr. Debesh Chandra
Mukhopadhaya, Age 26
(Member of theMission);
5. Dr. Bijay Kumar Basu,
Age(Member of theMission)
Dr. Bijay Kumar Bose was
selected inthefina moment
asamember of the Chinese
Medica Missionin place of
Ranendra Sen Gupta as he
denied a passport to China
(The Indian Express,
26.08.1938).

Subhas Chandra Bose’s
Initiativefor SendingMedica
Missonto China

In the 51% session of the
Indian National Congress
held at Vithalnagar, Haripura
of Gujrat, during 19 — 21
February 1938, Subhas
Chandra Bose became
President. InthePresidentia
Address, Subhas Chandra
Bosesiressed thedesirability
and necessity of developing
closer cultura relationswith
our neighbors like Persia,
Afghanistan, Nepal, China,
Burma, Sam, MadayaStates,
East Indies, and Ceylon.
Subhas ChandraBosewrote
aletter to Tan'Yunshan, on 23
April 1938 where he
expressed deep regards for
TanYunshan and the Chinese
people. Tan Yunshan was
Director of the Cheena-
Bhavanaof theVisva-Bhardi
University in Santiniketan

Dr. Anirban Ghosh

whichwasestablishedin 14"
April, 1937 as Sino-Indian
Research Centreaswell as
Office of the Sino-Indian
Cultural Society. Bosewas
awareof theactivitiesof the
Sino-Indian Cultura Society
inIndiaand Tan Yunshan's
attachmentwithit.“ You have
beeninIndiasufficiently long
to be able to realize how
deep is our affection and
regard for the Chinese
people and their ancient
culture. ......... Your close
association with our great
menmust haveconvincedyou
that we shall follow withthe
closestinterest and sympathy
your national struggleduring
oneof thedarkest periodsin
your History” , wrote Subhas
Bose to Tan. He also
mentioned in aletter about
Indian National Congress's
unanimousresolutionto show
sympathy with the Chinese
peopleduring their struggle
against Japan and sought his
support.

Subhas Chandra Bose
convened ameeting during
May 15 — 19, 1938, in
Bombay, where a Sub-
committee formed for
sending Ambulanceto China
Committee members were
Dr. Jvrg Mehta(President),
Dr. Sunil ChandraBose, Dr.
Ram Manohar Lohia, Shri
GPHatheesingh (Convenor),
and Subhas Chandra Bose
himself. It was decided to
take the necessary steps to
send amotor ambulancewith
doctorsand nursesto China,
where Dr. Madan Mohan
Atd led theteam. On 12 June
1938, All India China Day
was observed mainly in
Calcutta, Delhi, Madras,
Nagpur etc., to raise funds
for the Chinese people and
held several meetings.
SubhasChandraBosecdled
peopleto celebrate Chinal
Day on 18 June 1938.
Subhas ChandraBoseissued

apressstatement in support
of the ambulance corpsfor
China. “Ever since the
JapaneseaggressoninChina
began last year, the Indian
National Congress has
repeatedly expressed its
sympathy for the Chinese
peoplein their struggle for
freedom and peace. Apart
fromresolutionsof sympathy
passed, pro-Chinese
demondtrationswerehdddl
over the country”, he said.
Eight thousand rupeeswere
collected to support this
program and sent qualified
doctors, preferably
experienced surgeons, witha
fully equipped motor
ambulance. The sub-
committeetook an objective
of collecting rupeestwenty-
two thousand. SubhasBose
urged all Congress
organizationsto observe 12
June 1938 as ‘All-India
ChinaDay’ to collect funds
fortheMedica Missionapart
fromorganizingmestingsand
processions. Bose urged
medical stores, and
appliances to help the
distressed and injured
Chinese people. To gather
more funds, Bose further
declared to observe All-
Indian ChinaDay on July 7-
9, 1938.

On 12 August 1938, a
meetingwasorganized by the
University Ingtitutein honor
of renowned Chinese Social
Worker Tao Xingzhi where
ubhasChandraBosegreeted
him. Subhas Chandra
expressed support for the
Chinesepeople swar againgt
Japan. He also mentioned
sendingaMedicd Missonto
Chinaby theINCisatoken
of friendship to the Chinese
people. Tao Xingzhi
conveyed thanksto Subhas
Boseas Chinese peoplefed
not doneinther fight againgt
Japan (Jugantar Patrika,
13.08.1938).

A farewell ceremony was
organized on 14 August
1938 at the University

Institute Hall of Calcutta,
where SubhasChandraBose
chaired the session. Bengali
members of the Medical
Mission, like Dr. Haridas
Mukherji and Dr. Debesh
Mukherji werepresentinthe
farewdl ceremony (Jugantar
Patrika, 13.08.1938). “Inthe
history of our country, weare
opening anew epoch. Weare
no more interested in our
hearts and homes. We are
keeping in touch with
international affairs, with
those trying either to
safeguard their freedom or
earn it. We, as a subject
nation, know what freedom
means’, said Subhas Bose
when hewaspresiding over
a public meeting farewell
programmeof Ranendranath
Sen and Dr. Debesh
Mukherji. So preparations
for supporting Chinain her
distress situation began in
1937, but the final work of
sending Medicd Missonwas
donein 1938 when Subhas
Chandra was holding the
Party’stop position.
Furthermore, Subhas Bose
took theinitiativeof sending
China 5,000 pieces of new
dresses for helpless and
needy children. Inadditionto
this initiative, Mrs. Amrit
Kaur announced to send
10,000 chaddars or
wrappers, blankets, and
women’s clothing sewn
according to Chinese
patterns for the distressed
Chinese (The Indian
Express, 30.08.1938). A
fundraisngprogramfor aiding
Chinese people was
organized through a film
show program on 23 April
1939 in the Chitra and 30
April inthePurnaThegtrein
Calcutta. A China — aid
ProgressveFilm Committee
formed Rabindra Nath
Tagoreand Subhas Chandra
Bose.

Before the departure of the
Medical Mission towards
China, TheBombay Pradesh

on page4...
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(The following statement
wasissued by the Platform
of CTUs on three new
criminal laws on 8" July
2024.)

The common people are
likely to be unaware of the
far-reaching implications of
the 3 new criminal lawsthat
have beenimplemented from
1st July 2024.

Itisto benoted that:
Theselawshave been forced
on the peoplewithout proper
consultation, evenignoring
suggestions given by the
Parliamentary Committee,
without making the draft
publicly available.
Thejudtificationthat theseare
meant to replacethe British-
eralaws, isfalseasitretains
al theprovisonsof theearlier
laws, making someof them
even more stringent. For
example, Section124 of IPC,

TOWARDSSOCIALISM

3 new criminal laws need to be withdrawn

which is meant to punish
sedition (atypica BritishRg
enactment) hasbeen retained
anditsprovisionfor 3years
imprisonment, has been
enhanced to 7 years! Any
gathering of peopleand the
leadersof thegatheringscan
be declared terrorists. All
TradeUnionactivitiescanbe
brought under thisprovision.
Moreover, various sections
have been renumbered,
whichwill leadto confusion
and may cause a huge
pendency of cases- withthe
present 6.4 crore cases
pending inthelower courts

already becoming
unmanagesble- over thenext
few years.

The case law, built up over
more than 100 years of use
of the laws which were
replaced, will be of no use
andthelitigants, thelawyers,

and the judges will be
struggling to reach
Condtitutiona conclusions.
The SHOs have been vested
withal thepowerstoregister
an FIR, i.e. to register one,
will dsobedt their discretion,
unliketheearlier provision,
under whichit wastheright
of every citizentofileanFIR.
The police custody duration
isincreased fromexisting 15
daysto 90 days. Thepolice
are empowered to book
cases against peaceful
protestors and Gheraoing
workers for their genuine
demands. Thismay usherin
a Police Raj to suit the
oppressive designs of the
ruling dispensation and its
mentors. Eventheprevailing
terminthedefinition clauses
“Court of Justice” to depict
courtsisjust re-termedtobe
only “Court”.

Already it had a backlash
fromtruck driversacrossthe
country due to severe
provisonsrdatedto hit-and-
run cases, the government
had to step back and say that
those sections will not be
implemented, but they have
not repeal ed them.
Thereisdsoan objectionthat
Hindi is being imposed on
peoplewho do not havethat
astherlanguage. EvenArticle
348 of the Constitution and
the Official LanguagesAct
mandate that thetexts of all
enactmentsof Parliament and
legislatures should be in
English.

It has even been suggested
that instead of the mess
created, a five-page
document could have been
circulated, suggesting
amendmentsto the existing
laws.

Page 4

In short, this is another
chicken-brained step by this
government, similar to the
demonetisationin 2016, only
more dangerous, to suit the
interestsof neo-liberal forces
unleashing ondaughtsonthe
rightsof peoplerestructuring
crimind juriorudence.

The Platform of the Central
Trade Unions, independent
Federationsand Associaions
urgethegovernment to scrap
theselawsandrevert back to
theearlier laws. Any changes
proposed should be
discussed in the public
domain before adopting and
implementingthem.

The joint statement was
signed by the leaders of
INTUC, AITUC, HMS,
CITU, AIUTUC, TUCC,
SEWA, AICCTU, LPF,
UTUC and Sectoral
Federations/Associations.

Subhas Chandra Bose’s Contribution in Sending...
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Congress Committee
arranged aspecia mesting for
thefarewell program. Subhas
Chandra Bose was
supposed to reach Bombay
on 28 August 1938 and
preside over that meeting.
But dueto hisbusy schedule
in South India, Sardar
Ballabh Bhai Patel had
presided over the meeting
(Jugantar Patrika,
25.08.1938). As Bose had
received numerousinvitations
from the various centersin
South India, especially
Kerala, hehad to cancel the
plan to be present in the
send-off of aprogram of the
Medical Mission team to
ChinainBombay (Thelndian
Express, 22.08.1938). Dr.
Atal sent a message to
Congress President Subhas
Bose, thanking him for his
entireeffort and confirming
that they will try tomaintain
thedignity of thelndianflag
(Jugantar Patrika
02.09.1938).

Letters, Articles, and
Messagesregarding Subhas

ChandraBoseand China:

In Modern Review Journal,
Subhas ChandraBosewrote
anarticleon Japan’srolein
the Far East and denounced
theassault on Chinain 1937.
“Wewishyouall successin
your nobletask for that will
belndiasglory”, Congress
President Subhas Chandra
Bose sent amessagetoo Dr.
Atal on the eve of the
departure of the Indian
Medical Mission. “In the
most critical hourin China's
higory when shefightsfor life
and liberty, you and your
comradesare being sent by
thelndian Nationa Congress
as the symbol of India's
goodwill, esteem, and
sympathy for the great
Chinese nation. At
considerable risk and
inconvenience, you will
embark tomorrow on your
Mission of serviceandlove.
The missionary zeal with
which you are animated is
redolent of the spirit that
inspired India’'s old
Missionaries. May you, by
your work, bring credit and
honor to the country you

belongtoand heplink her up
with another oppressed
nation. We wish you all
success in your noble task,
for that will beIndiasglory
(The Indian Express,
01.09.1938).

The Indian Express
newspaper brought out a
amdl atidetitied‘ A Goodwill
Offering’ on 3 September
1938, which mentioned the
role of the Congress Party
and two Presidents (Nehru
and SubhasBose) in sending
Medical Mission to China.
‘ An Indian ambulance unit
hasleft for Chinabroughtinto
being at theinitiative of one
CongressPresident (Nehru),
started on its Mission by
another (Bose), and carrying
the good wishes of athird.
Theartidementionedthat Dr.
Atal, the unit leader, is a
restless Samaritan bent on
carrying relief wherever
people are in distress (The

Indian Express,
03.09.1938). “We are
confident that by your service

you are offering relief to
suffering Chinese brothers
and bringingglory tolndid’,

Subhas ChandraBose sent a
message to Dr. Atal on 8
April, 1939.

Concluson:

Subhas Chandra Bose
served asCongress President
for a short period. After
1939, his political career
went onwith different goals,
and problemsincreased day
by day. But his intention
about maintaining good
relations with China and
Adanneghbourswasevident
from hiswork. Heintended
to visit Chinain 1939. Dr.
Huang Chaojinwas Consul
in the Consulate Office of
Cdcuttaduring 1939—1942.
In 1966, he came again in
Calcutta. Inhisview, Netgji
feared that the British
Government couldarresthim.
Therefore, he met with Dr.
Huang and asked whether it
couldtakepolitica asylumin
the Capita city Chong Qing.
But Dr. Huang said that he
needstotekepermissonfrom
the Chinese Government.
After acoupleof days, Bose
himself called him and told
him that he had changed his
plan. Perhaps sending

Medical Mission to China
prompted himtovisit China
for continuing political and
revolutionary works. Subhas
Bosg'spalitica career did not
lastlonginIndiaafter 1939.
Therefore, his rich
contributions towards
sending Medical Mission
overshadowed in the
historical writingsand books.
Itisimpossibleto record all
documents, facts, andfigures
regarding Subhas Chandra
Bose'scontribution. Had he
not left early from Indiato
abroad, hecould have stayed
with regular day-to-day
political activities. In that
case, perhapsthe history of
thelndianMedicd Missonin
China could have been
writtendifferently.

11 th June 2024
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The Ordnance Factory Employees Union, Dehu Road, Pune has
or ganized a gate meeting on 10th July 2024 on variousissues
being confronted by the defence employees. Com. Indu Prakash
Menon, President of TUCC addressed thegathering.

The Bengal government should
also be included in the Teesta
water treaty negotiations

(The following statement has
been issued by Com. G
Devargjan, General Secretary of
the AIFB on Teesta Water Treaty
on 25" June 2024)

TheAll IndiaForward Bloc urges
upon the Union government to
include the Government of West
Bengal in the discussion about
the Teesta water and Farakka
Treaty between India and
Bangladesh. Unilateral
negotiations between India and
Bangladesh without involving the
Government of Bengal are
against the interests of Bengal
and are also a violation of the
subordinations as per the
previous understanding. A Tri-
Partite discussion is needed in
this regard.

The stand taken by the West
Bengal Government in this
matter is appreciable and
reasonable.

Many outstanding issues are
pending between India and
Bangladesh. At the same time,
both countries have been able to
find solutions on some issues.
Agreement on the exchange of
enclavesisone among them. The
All India Forward Bloc played a
crucia role in safeguarding the
interests of the State in general
and the people of North Bengal
in particular during the

discussion of the exchange of
enclaves.

It isimperative to remember the
discussion of the Nehru-Noon
Agreement, 1958 without
involving the West Bengal
government headed by Congress
leader Dr. B.C. Roy. Dr. Roy
opposed such a unilateral move
and adopted a resolution against
the union government in the West
Bengal Assembly.
TheTeestalrrigation Project was
startedin 1976. But half adecade
after its inception, only 25% of
the project has been completed.
As the project was not
completed and the Teesta water
treaty was hanging likethe sword
of Damocles, the entire
agricultural activity in North
Bengal was severely affected.
In Sikkim, where the Teesta
River originates and in other
northeastern states, landslides
occur very often, causing the
river water level torise, resulting
in severe floods being
experienced in the region every
monsoon.

Severa popular movements are
working for the overall
development of North Bengal.
The West Bengal government
should consult all the
stakeholders before engaging in
any sort of discussion.

PI(M) CPI(M)
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The leaders of the left and secular parties of Assam met on 26th
June 2024 and decided to organize joint program against price
rise, unemployment and agrarian issues. Com. Mihir Nandi,
Chairman of AIFB Assam State Committee attended the meeting

on behalf of the AIFB.

The three new criminal...

from page 1...

cases. Thereisconfusionwhich laws
- old or new-will apply to cases
registered after July 1 for acrime
committed beforethat date.

Two lawyersassociationswithmore
than 13.000 membersof Tamil Nadu
had boycotted court work on 8 July
in protest against thelaws. In South
Indiapeopleare more concerned the
Hindi nomencul eture of new laws.
They realised the new laws as the
impositionof Hindi onthem. Thisisa
big concern that cannot be
overlooked.

The UAPA has been criticised for
being misused by authoritiesto target
human rightsdefenders, activisisand
dissenters. Now UAPA will be
aopliedonindividud leve. New laws
havemorestringent provisions.
Conclusion: Thelega fraternity of
the country is opposing these new
crimind laws. Theprocessof making

AIFB Party units across the
country celebrated the 104th
Birthday of People's leader
Com. Ashok Ghaosh. Party
Comrades, sympathizers and
leaders of Mass Fronts paid
rich tributes to the memories
of our beloved leader Com.
Ashok Ghosh.

it law wasdone uncongtitutional way.
Severa bar councilsof statesand bar
associ ationshaveregistered protests
through lettersand seminars. Now it
has become necessary that proper
and thorough discussions must be
started oncein the parliament. The
viewsand argumentsrelated withthe
legal fraternity and thegenerd public
must betaken into account to make
theselawsacceptable. Humanrights
groupAmnesty saysindianauthorities
must “immediately repeal” the new
lawsasthey could allow for police
abuse. Unfortunately, the new three
laws do very little to decolonise
Indiancrimina laws. They exhibitthe
continuation and intensification of
colonial type extention of powers.
Government’s intention is clear.
People have to decide that such
draconian laws are not the need of
the hour. We have to rebuild our
society withfreshdemocraticair and
for that |laws must be madeto benefit
thesocietal pyschinright direction.
For that we haveto opposethesenew
lawsasthey areenacted and imposed
onaslaw towhich Parliament hasnot
applieditsmind and now our lifeand
liberty will not beprotected. They are
indanger.

10 th July 2024

2 nd Death Anniversary

All India Forward Bloc
Central Committee
Netaji Bhavan, New Delhi -110005
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85th foundation day of the party
celebrated across the country

AIFB units nationwide commemor ated the 85th foundation day of the party
on June 22, 2024, with spectacular and dignified celebrations.

TheAI FB Bhadoh| (Uttar Pradeﬁh) un|t has
organized a massdharna on 16th July 2024
against price rise, unemployment, and
agrariancrisis.

AIFB Purulla Dlstr|ct Commlttee (West
Bengal) has decided to plant 50000 trees
acrossthedistrict on theoccasion of the85th
foundatlon day of theAll IndiaForward Bloc

The Bengal Committee of AIFB met at
Hemanta Basu Bhawan, Kolkata on 29-30
June 2024. Com. Gobinda Roy, Chair man of
the Bengal Committee presided and Com.
Naren Chatterjee, General Secretary of the
Bengal Committee submitted the
organisational report. Com. G. Devarajan,
General Secretary of theCentral Committee
explained the decisions of the Central
Committeemeeting held at New Delhi on 19-
20 June 2024

The Kerala State Committee of AIFB met
at Netaji Bhawan, Kollam, on 6-7 July 2024.
Com. B. Rajendran Nair, Senior leader and
Finance Secretary of the State Committee
presided and Com. T. Manoj Kumar, Gen-
eral Secretary of the State Committee sub-
mitted the Organisational report. Com. G.
Devarajan, General Secretary of the Cen-
tral Committee explained the decisions of
the Central Committee meeting held in
New Delhi on 19-20 June 2024.
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(The following statement
has been issued by Com. G
Devarajan, General
Secretary of the AIFB after
the Central Committee
meeting of the party on 23"
June 2024)

TheAll IndiaForward Bloc
will hoisttheNationd Flagin
the party meetings. This
decision has been taken by
its Central Committee
meeting held onthe 19" and
20" at New Delhi.

Earlier, theparty usedtohoist
only the party flag in its
Conferences, Council
Meetings and special days
such asparty foundation day
(22 June), the birthday of
Netgji SubhasChandraBose
(23 January), thefoundation
day of Azad Hind
Government (21 October)

TOWARDS SOCIALISM

Forward Bloc Will Hoist The
National Flag In Party Meetmgs

etc. In 2022, the Forward
Bloc removed the Hammer
and Sicklefromitsflag and
kept theleaping tiger onthe
Red Flag.

The meeting reviewed the
election results 2024 and
opined that the result is a
decisive mandate to protect
the Congtitution, democracy
and secular character of the
nation. In a resolution
adopted by the committee
opined that there was no
nationd-leve unity anongthe
L eft, and no L eft party made
any attempt at it. All theleft
parties tried to stand with
someoneto somehow reach
the parliament. But while

doing so, each party forgot
to maintain left unity.
Everyone tried to use their
influence to get seats from
other parties.

The Left could not achieve
anything in this election
because it was unable to
maintain unity and was

e g u ol .
unwilling to adopt acohesive

approach. Due to this, the
L eft Parties did not get the
benefit of the anti-fascist
struggle waged by the L eft

Parties and its mass
organizations across the
country. The Left’spresence
in Parliament can only

Page 7

increase if the unity
demongtrated in protestsand
seminarsissncerdy reflected
in the elections as well.
Therefore, the left parties
should do some serious
introspection.

Themeeting asked the state
committees to review the
eectionsat thegtaeleve and
giveadetailed report.

The meeting asked the
government not toimplement
theamendmentsof the I PC,
CrPC and Indian Evidence
Act in haste and to have
adequate discussionsinthe
Parliamentinthisregard.
The meeting demanded the
cancellation of theAgniveer
scheme and also demanded
to cancel the NEET-UG
examand anew exam should
be conductedimmediately.

CTUs Submitted a Joint
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to the benefit of private
employersinthenameof ill
India should be totally
replaced by statutory
obligation of the private
employers to engage
requisite number of
apprentices in respective
establishmentsontheir own
with a clear provision of
phased placement of themin
regular employment.
Increased allocation for
MNREGS to ensure 200
days work with statutory
minimum wages. Extendthe
schemeto urban areasas per
the unanimous
recommendationin43¢ILC.
Immediate payment of all
pending wages.

Adequate  Budgetary
alocation should bemadefor
conducting the survey and
issuance of vending license
under the street Vendors
(Protectionof Livelihoodand
Regulation of Street Vending)
Act 2014 and ensureclimate
reslient markets.

5) NPS: New Pension
Scheme must be scrapped
and benefit defined old
pension scheme must be
restored.

6) 8th Pay Commission
should be constituted
immediately.

7) Labour Codes Should
be repealed: All the 4

Labour Codes enacted
repealing 29 labour statutes
must be repealed and
scrapped. Thesaid 29 labour
statutes should berestored.
Minimum wages of not less
than Rs.26000 per month
withindexation must befixed
in line with consensus
recommendation of Indian
Labour Conferenceinwhich
Govt of Indiaisaparty. Call
thelLCimmediately asper
the requisite of ILO
convention 144.

8) Privatisation of PSU
must be stopped:
Privatisation of PSU’sandits
latest format—National
Monetisation pipeline
process should be stopped
forthwith. Privatisation in
different waysin production
and service in Railways,
privatisation process in
Defence sector by formation
of companies and their
merger etc., Privatisationin
Coal and auction of coal
blocks, Privatisationinlarge
scale in Port and docks, in
power generation and
transmisson etcaregoingon
inan unbridled manner. All
these must be stopped
immediately. Moveto sdll off
the assets of BSNL and
RINL to be stopped
immediately. Stop
privatisationof RINL (Vaizag
Sted Plant). All public sector
unitsmust be strengthened.

Stop privatisation of
electricity through different
means. Withdraw the
Electricity Bill. Scrap Smart
Pre-paid Electricity Meter
Scheme.

Privatization of the Door-to-
door waste collection system
should be stopped and
ensure employment to
traditional waste recyclers
andther technology and ills
upgradation.

9) Loot and Plunder of
public sector banks and
public exchequer and
privatisation of insurance
sector should be stopped:
Theloanwaiver of defaulting
corporates in the form of
writeoffsand asoInsolvency
Bankruptcy Code route,
Production Linked Incentive,
Capital investment incentive
etc must be discontinued as
they are delivering no
worthwhileresultintermsof
regular  employment
generdion.

10) Stop the move to
privatise LIC and GIC:
Stop privatisationof LICand
Gl Cthroughdifferent moves
like LIC-1PO to the larger
interest of the common
peopleand the nation.

11) Social Sector : Stop
privatisation of social and
service sectors like food/
nutrition, health and
education. Increase
alocationfor basic services

Memorandum...

in health and education.
Adequate allocation for
drinking water, sanitation,
housing etc. Budget
alocation for SC/ST Sub
plan and gender budgeting
must beincreased.
Reingtate the concessionsfor
thesenior citizens, differently
abledintherailways.

12) PriceRise: Theincrease
in the prices of petroleum
productsinduced increase of
dutiesand essentia services
should be immediately
contained with concrete
ameliorative measures.
Speculativeforward trading
and hoarding of food items
has to be curbed and
universa public distribution
system  should be
strengthenedto contain price
rise.

13) Scheme Workers:
Scheme Workers viz.
Anganwadi, Mid-Day-Med,
ASHA workers, block
fecilitators, parateachersand
other scheme workers
should be regularised as
workerswith attendant rights
of increased statutory
minimum wage, social
security and other benefits
including pension in
accordance with consensus
recommendation of ILC.
Increasethed locationsfor all
centrd schemesprovidingthe
basic services like ICDS,
MDMS, NHM etc.

Strengthen the schemes to
ensure quality services of
nutrition, health and
education as well as child
caresarvicestodl, especidly
the unorganised sector
workers.

14) EPF: Rescind therecent
gazette notifications of
reduction of pena chargeson
defaulting employers in
remitting the contributionsto
the PF, EPS and EDLI
schemes. Ensure minimum
pension of Rs.9000 and
above under EPS. Increase
the coverage to cover all
workers. Discriminatory
representationintheboard of
trustees of EPFO must be
rectifiedimmediately.

15) ESIC : Strengthen the
ESIC services to ensure
quality services with
coverage of all work areas
and enhanced coveragelimit.
16) M SP: Ensure Statutory
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) for all the farm
produce as per
recommendations  of
Dr.M.S.Swaminathan
Commissionwithguaranteed
procurement.

Thejoint Memorandumwas
signed by the leaders of
INTUC, AITUC, HMS,
CITU, AIUTUC, TUCC,
SEWA, AICCTU, LPF,
UTUC and Sectoral
Federations/Associations
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Smt. NirmalaSitaraman, the
FinanceMiniger of Indiahas
convened a pre-budget
discussonwiththeleadersof
the Central TradeUnionson
24" June 2024 at her office,
North Block, New Delhi.
Com. Indu Prakash Menon,
President of TUCC, Centra
Committee attended the
meeting and submitted the
opinion of the TUCC. The
CTUshavesubmitted ajoint
memorandumto the Finance
Minigter, whichisasfollows:
To,

The Hon’ble Minister of
Finance

Government of India

North Block,

New Delhi-110 001

Sub: CTU’sview pointson
issuesto be considered

for framing budget for the
year 2024-2025

Madam,

We, therepresentativesof the
wedlth creators, theworking
class of the country are
participating in this pre-
budget consultationsonly out
of our confidence in the
democracy and constitution
of the country. We are
compelled to state thisasnot
a single suggestion by the
trade unionswas considered
whilepreparing thebudget or
any policy of your previous
governments.

It isgoing to be one decade
since the highest tripartite
forum, the Indian Labour
Conference (ILC) hasbeen
called under the NDA
governments. You may
please recall that the main
recommendation of theone
and only ILC held under the
NDA government was to

implement the
recommendations of the
earlier ILCs whichagainhas
fallen on deef ears.

Not only that our suggestions
and demands are ignored,
your governmentshavebeen
implementing policies
diametrically opposite to
thosebypassing al tripartite
bipartite = democratic
mechanismsand ingtitutions.
The latest example is the
notification published by the
Ministry of Labour and
Employment, drastically
reducing therates of penalty
levied against defaulting
employersin EPF. Thishas
been done keeping the
Central Board of Trusteesof
EPFO in the dark and
without any consultationwith
the unionswhatsoever.

We hopethat the new NDA
government will learnfrom
the experience where such
policieshaveonly helped a
few corporates and took the
country to huge disparities
and alarming levels of
unemployment, hunger and
mal nutrition which are
evident from the world
hunger index.
Considering the larger
interest of the peopleandthe

€conomy, we expect you to
takemeasurestoincreasethe
purchasing power of the
people.
TheCTUsputsforward these
concrete suggestionsfor the
Budget 2024-2025.

1) Resour ceM obilisation:
Theresourcemohbilisstionhas
to bedoneby increasing the
corporatetax, wedth tax and
introducing inheritance tax
instead of burdening
common masses with the
GST on essentid food items
and medicine. Over the
decades, corporatetax rates
have been slashed down
unjustly and at thesametime
increasngindirect tax burden
on common peopl e resulted
in an utterly regressive tax
structure. That must be
corrected intheinterests of
fairness, equity and propriety.
Even onepercent inheritance
tax onthesuper- richwiththe
ceiling canfetch hugeamount
tothebudget receipts. It can
be used to finance the
education, health and other
social sectors. Hence
immediately GST onessentia
food itemsand medicinehas
to bedrastically reduced.

2) IncomeTax Rebatefor

v

Salaried Class: Thecelling
limit for theincometax rebate
for thesaaried classontheir
salary and Gratuity must be
Substantially raised.

3) Social Security Fund:
The Union Govt sponsored
social security fund for the
unorganised workers and
agricultural workers hasto
be set up to provide them
with defined universa socia
security schemesincluding
minimum pensionof Rs.9000
per month and other medica,
educational benefits. Specia
Schemes to ensure
occupational health and
safety measuresfor workers,
especidly for thevulnerable
tradeslike wasterecyclers,
st panworkers, glassbangle
makersand so on.
Income/wage loss
compensationduring thelean
sessionsand in the event of
natural calamitiesincluding
heat & cold waves |,
unseasonal rains, floods,
cyclonesand such others. Set
up climateresiliencefundsto
cover thelossesincurred by
the workers due to these
naturd cdamitiesespecidlyin
thebackground of theclimate
change.

All the unorganised workers

CTUs Submitted a Joint

dum to the Finance Minister

should be enrolled on E
Shram portal and extended
these schemes. Monetary
benefits under current

schemeshavetoberaised as
they are inadequate.
Necessary fund to

compensate the loss due to
repeal of Beedi CessAct as
promised while GST was
rolled out must be provided.
Extending ESl totheworkers
of the unorganized sector.
Thesmal farmerd agriculture
workers/ share
croppers should also be
included under the Kisan
Sanmaan Yojana. Similarly,
theagricultureworkers share
croppers should also be
included under Pradhan
Mantri Fasal BimaYojana.
Budget should bedlocated to
ensuretechnical coherence
and interstate management
mechanisms to ensure
portability of ration cardsand
other identity cards. Thiswill
enablethemigrant workersto
entitled social security
benefits at their source and
dedtinations

4) JobsCreation: All
existing vacancies in the
Central Govt departments
and PSU’s must be filled
immediately. The practiceof
contract and out sourcing
should be stopped and
instead, regular employment
has to be ensured. Ensure
equal pay for equal work.
Agniveer, Ayudveer,
Koylaveer and such fixed
term employmentsshould be
stopped and replaced by
regular employment in al
those areas. The scheme of
Govt funded apprenticeship

on page7...
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