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Combined approach with concrete plan
is the only way to counter the BJP

Recently  concluded
Jammué& Kashmir and
Haryanaassembly election
results are different than
expectations. The National
Conference secured 42 out
51 seatsin J&K while the
BJPwon 29 seats. TheNC-
Congressdlianceachieveda
remarkablevictory in J& K
winning 48 of the 90 seats
andthiscredit goesto mostly
to NC and not the congress
that performed extremely
poor in Jammu Part. Even
young party AAPcelebrated
its debut in the J&K
assembly. AAP opened its
account infifth state. Mehrg)
Malik, a District
Development Council
member defeated BJP's
Gajay Singh Ranain Doda,
polling 23, 228 voter to
Rana’'s 18, 690 voter.

The disappointing
performanceof theCongress
inJammuregionandtherise

of the BJP as the second-
largest party with 29 segts, a
better tally fromits 25 seats
inthe 2014 elections. Here
independents secured 7
seats and the PDP won 3
seats but the Congress did
not perform as per
expectations.

Another set-back to INDIA
alliance is the Haryana
assembly result where the
BJP clinched astunning hat-
trick victory overcoming anti-
incumbency and upsetting
Congress's hopes for a
comeback. ThisBJPaimsto
maintain further improveits
prospeetsfor upcoming polls
in Maharashtra, Jnarkhand
and Delhi. This time in
Haryana the BJP won 48
seatscompareto 41 seatsin
2019. Thisvictory dsohdps
the party recover from a
sgnificant setback intheL ok
Sabha elections where its
tally dropped from 10to 5

G. DEVARAJAN
General Secretary
All IndiaForward Bloc

seats.

This way we say that the
NDA or the BJP is on the
way to regain strength and
theINDIA - alianceor the
Congress is on the way to
loseitsgenerated momentum
during the General Lok
Sabhaelection.

Theprimary amor objective
of the INDIA aliance was
declared tofight collectively
and defeat the BJPin order
to savethenation to protect
the Constitution and
federdism. Thetwotermsof
Mr. Modi was enough to
tolerate and it wasfelt that
the Paradigm of the country
would not bealive. Weasa
nationwasin agreat trouble
asfacingmultiplecrisesand
thenation had to beliberated
fromtheclutchesof theBJP-

RSSdominance. Thenitwas
decided that the primary
objective of the opposition
was to stand together and
advance collectively under
the leadership of the
Congressparty. Thiswasthe
design set by opposition
leaders to consolidate
around 63 percent of voters.
This was fact and such
comprehensive strategy
ganed momentum but’ that
momentumisnot uniform.

Themajor responsibility of
the Congress party to keep
the alliance vibrant by
accommodating small
political partnersbut that did
not happen in the Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh assembly
election. Thisattitudeof the
Congressparty isunhealthy
for the prospect of the
INDIA — aliance and the
latest example of J& K and
the Haryana assembly

election results. Such short
comingsarebeing sorted out
now by the Congress just
before the forthcoming

Maharashtraand Jnarkhand
assembly election.
Lessonsto learn:

There are 10 to 11 states
where the BJP and the
Congresshave head to head
fight and there is no any
significant regional forces.
Election management
efficiency of BJPisstronger
thanthecongress. Tomanage
anti-incumbency sentimentis
toughandtheBJPdidso.In
HaryanathisBJPwasable
to soften the anger of the
farmers. They launched the
‘gpnafasal gpnaapp’ tohelp
farmers. They have also
controlled the anger
concerningAgniveer scheme
and manage to improveits
prospectsafter thelossof 5
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The Communist Party of India (Marxist),
Communist Party of India, Communist Party of
India(Marxist-Leninist) Liberation, All India
Forward Bloc and Revolutionary Socidist Party
have observed the 7" of October across the
country withacall for animmediate ceasefirein
Gazaand reemphasi sed their solidarity with the
fighting peopleof Palestine.

October 7, marksthe completion of oneyear
of Israel’sgenocidal war in Gaza. Inthe name
of retaliating against the Hamasfor thelatter’s
attack within Isragl on October 7, last year, the
|sraeli armed forceshave conducted abruta and
indiscriminateattack on Palestiniansin Gaza As
aresult of thiswar nearly 42,000 Palestinians,
mainly women and children have died.
Thousands more are buried under the rubble.
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End the War in Gaza, Solldarlty with Palestine

|srael hasnot spared residentia buildings, schools
and hospita sfromtheir savageaerid and ground
bombardment. Thereputed medica journa The
Lancet, estimatesthat thedeathtoll fromlsrael’s
aggression could be above 85,000 (as of 6
August), counting both thedirect and indirect
deaths. Thelnternational Court of Justice (ICJ)
had in January thisyear termedthel sradli actions
asleading to possible genocide and called upon
Israel to cease military actionsin Gaza. | srael
has so far scuttled all meaningful talks for a
ceasefire. Not only that, Isragl has mounted
attacks on Palestinians in the occupied West
Bank throughout theyear. |sragl hasused pagers
and other communicationson amass scaleto
trigger bombs, escalating and expanding the

On Page2...
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Editorial

The Supreme Court ruled that caste-based
discriminationin prisonsisunconditutiona. The
court’sverdict struck down several provisions
in state prison manuals that reinforce caste
differencesand violatethefundamenta rightsof
prisoners. The court’sdecision wasbased ona
petitionfiled by journaist SukanyaShantha, who
highlighted discriminatory practicesintheprison
systemsof severd statesand Union Territories.
The Supreme Court invalidated several
provisions aready mentioned in State prison
manualsthat upheld caste distinctions, declaring
themaviolation of prisoners fundamenta rights.
Therepealed Crimina TribesAct 1871 dlowed
the British colonial regime to label certain
marginalised communitiesascrimind tribes, as
they were considered born criminals. After the
Act'sreped , thesecommunitieswerereclassfied
asdenotified tribes. Prison manual s continued
to categorizethem ashabitua offenders.

The Supreme Court observed that thiscontinued
classfication reinforcescolonid-eracaste-based
discrimination, worsening the social and
economic marginalisation of these groups.
Denatified, nomadic and semi-nomedictribesare

Supreme Court Judgment
on ‘Castiest’ Prison
Manuals and Rules

known as"Vimukt Jatis and areamong the

most vulnerable and disadvantaged groups.
Denotified communities were |abelled as born
criminalsduring Britishrule (1871 Act) and were
officially denotified by the Indian Governmentin
1952,

Higtoricaly, Nomadictribesand De-notified tribes
never had access to private land or home
ownership. Themost DNTsare spread acrossthe
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and other
backward classes. Some DNTs are not
categorised into any of the SC, ST, or OBC
categories. The Supreme Court emphasi sed that
caste can only beused asaclassification criterion
if it benefitsvictimsof caste discrimination, for
example, caste-based affirmative action
(reservation). Segregating prisonersbased on caste
reinforces caste differences, and animosity
should bediminated. The prison manuasremained
biased and thus violated Article 14 of the
Condtitution. The Supreme Court mentioned both
direct aswell asindirect discrimination.
Assigning cleaning and sweeping jobsto lower
casteswhiledlowing higher castesto performtasks

like cooking is a clear example of direct
discriminationunder Artide 15(1). Thedlocating
of certain tasksto these communitiesbased on
traditiond roles, rather than offering themmore
skilled or dignified work results in indirect
discrimination. The SC highlighted prisonrules
that mandatefood be cooked by asuitable caste
or assign menial dutiesto certain communities,
classifying these practices as untouchability,
which is prohibited under Article 17. The
Supreme Court underscored that prison rules
restricting the reformation of marginalised
prisonersviolatetheir right to lifeand deprive
them of dignity and equal treatment, further
margindisngthem.

The Supreme Court'srecent ruling to abolish
discriminatory practicesmarksasignificant step
towardsattaining substantive equality to prisons.
By mandating theremoval of castereferences,
revising outdated definitions and addressing
common and absurd biasesagaing marginalised
communities, thehonourable Supreme Court has
reinforced theimportanceof dignity, fairnessand
essential reformsfor al prisoners. Inthisway,
thisdecision pavestheway for amorejust and
inclusive correctiona framework inIndiaand,
thusaright approach to social justice.

Combined approach with concrete plan...

of Jharkhand. Such schedule

End the War in Gaza...
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parliamentary seats. In
another analysis, we have
seennicecongressvictory in
the Karnataka assembly
election but the Congress
was not able to repeat its
performance in the Lok
Sabha election in the same
Karnataka. The Congress
party istheleader of INDIA-
alliance sothey must redlize
their responsibilities. They
havefailed miserably inthe
M.P., Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarhintheassembly
electionaswell asLok Sabha
elections.

Next lessonisthat thevoters
especialy rura votershave
demonstrated that they are
thetrue sovereignsand that
they cannot be taken for
granted. Alsotherecanbeno
link between the outcome of
one election and other that
follows Thisisthebeauty and
thevibrant character of our
democracy.

Indian voters take each
eection by itsdf and cast vote
going by their wisdom-driven
judgement of candidatesand
political outfits. Theeffort to

polarize the majority just
before the election is a
permanent tool and the
opposition political parties
aredill not ableto check such
religious and communal
divide.

Way ahead: The people
of Haryanaonly afew days
back had outright not
supported the political
narrative that the Congress
party under theleadership of
Rahul Gandhi and senior
leader Hooda, had tried to
set. Thisvictory to BJP and
Modi isof vita dosetoregain
ground again. The General
Lok Sabhadectionreflected
the gradual loss of Modi’s
magic but Mr. Modi and the
BJP behind him will try to
maintain this slight
improvement during the
forthcoming Maharadhtraand
Jharkhand assembly eection.
Assembly election in
Maharashtra will be in a
single phase on November
20 while Jharkhand will be
held in two phases on
November 13 and 20. The
number of seats in
Maharashtraare 288 at |east
threetimemorethan 81 segets

of holding of asingle phase
€l ection puts question mark
ontheintention of Election
Commission. For both Mr
Modi and Rahul theoutcome
of thesetwo statesresult is
vital for their future. The
Congressparty isleadingthe
INDIA—alliance and the
wholeconsolidated anti BJP
votes has to survive and to
fulfill the dream of 67% of
votersto save the political,
socia and cultural future of
India. Weall have seen that
people mood is against the
BJP during the Lok Sabha
and present Haryana and
J&K election. EVM
manipulation will be seen
again, communal cardswill
beused againby theBJPand
mal practises of official
meachinerieswill berepeated.
Inthistypical situationitis
essential to all opposition
parties to be full alert and
mobilise peopleto cast votes
inbig number tomaintainbig
gap between NDA and
INDIA. Combined and
enthusi astic approach with
concreteplanistheonly way
for INDIA—alliance to

prosper.

from Page 1...

conflict into Lebanon. All
around theworld, millionsof
peopl e have been protesting
against thelsradli genocidal
war and callingfor anendto
the war. On the first
anniversary of thisbarbarous
war, the peace-loving people
of India demand an
immediate endto thewar.
Theleft parties urged upon
thelndiangovernment to halt
all armsexportsto Israd and

to work for a two-state
solution, whereby an
independent Pdetinian State
can comeinto existence.

A protest rally and meeting
was held at Jantar Mantar,
New Delhi inwhich Prakash
Karat (CPI-M), D. Raja
(CPI), G. Devarajan
(Forward Bloc), Dipankar
Bhattacharya (CPI-ML),
R.S. Dagar (RSP) and the
leaders of different mass
organizations addressed.
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Established by
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose.

All India Forward Bloc

Central Committee
Netaji Bhawan, New Delhi
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A break from the past, a new beginning in Sri Lanka

The swearing-in of Anura
Kumara Dissanayake as Sri
Lanka's newly elected
president on September 23,
2024, marksanew beginning
of historical significance. It
symbolizesadramaticinthe
classbasesof politica power-
from a privileged minority
Coalition of non-elite social
forces. If Sri Lanka's
electoral democracy sinceits
independence in 1948 had
guaranteed thedominant eites
unbroken continuity inpolitica
power, it hasnow produced a
break with the past; amoment
of themagic that democracy
andfreeandfair election can
occasionally produce.
Significantly, the election
outcome also marks a
peaceful and bloodless
transfer of power. The new
President obtained hispopular
mandate with the promise of
overhauling a corrupt and
rotten system of government
that had remained the
birthright of the privileged
socid classesfor nearly seven
decades. The classmonopoly
of political power that has
been indtitutionalized through
democracy has now been
ruptured by the demos
themselves.

Trangtionand palitical rise
TheNational Peopl€' sPower
(NPP), the palitica movement
which Sri-Lanka's new
President leads, has short but
transformative history. It was
formedin2019 asan electora
front of the Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JV P-People’s
Liberation Front) with a
moderate and centrist reform
ideology. Mr. Dissanayake
was the NPP' S presidential
candidate in that year. Until
2019, hewasleadingthe VP,
TheJVPhad beenformedin
the 1960s, which was period
of the New L eft throughout
world. The VP emerged as
a left radical underground
movement withacommitment
to armed struggleto establish
a South Asian version of
revolutionary socialism.
Parallel to similar radical
movementsin other parts of
South Asia, the VP's early
ideology and political
programmewasinfluenced by
Marxism and Maoism.

The JVPtried out two armed
insurrections in 1971 and
1987-89. After the costly
defeat in the last armed
struggle, anew generation of
JVPleaders, who abandoned
thegoal of socialismthrough
the armed struggle,
transformed the JVP into a
parliamentary party. Mr.
Dissanayake belongsto this
new band of ‘JVP-ers
committed at the timeto the
goal of socialism through
electora and parliamentary
politics.

The JVP'S transition to
democratic politics did not
bring much successinterms
of parliamentary seats. In
most instances, it remained a
small opposition party. Its
experiments with forming
electoral aliancewiththetwo
main parties, the Sri Lanka
freedom Party (SLFP) and
United National Party (UNP),
did not enable the JVP to
secureitsgod of beinga‘third
force in Sri Lanka sdominant
two- system. The formation
of asocially broad-based and
ideologically non-dogmatic
NPP in 2019 was the JVP
leadership’sresponseto this
political deadlock it repeatedly
encountered.

Despite the NPP's
participationinthepresidentid
election in 2019 and
parliamentary elections in
2020, it could secure only a
litter over 3% of votes and
three parliamentary seats.
Catalysed by two
developments

The NPP’'s Rapid rise to
becomeamgjor politica force,
weakening the traditional
UNP and SLPP, and
successfully making claimsto
be the new ruling party in
2024 isdirect outcomeof two
developments. Thefirstisthe
economic crisisexacerbated
by the COVID-19 pandemic
of 2020. The second id the
deep socia and politicd crisis
that exploded as the
Aragalaya or the citizens
protest movement, of 2022.
Meanwhile, the management
of the debt crisis since 2023
by the Sri Lankagovernment,
by meansof aharsh austerity
programme as prescribed by
the Monetary Fund, created

widespread socid discontent
and anger against the Ranil
Wickremesinghe
administration. People saw
the new tax policies and the
dismantling if the welfare
programmes as policy
measures that benefited the
rich and thewealthy business
classeswhileexacerbating the
crigsof theeconomicsurviva
of the poor and the middle
classes.

Growing poverty, income
inequalities and increasing
polarisation between the
haves and have-nots have
generated aclear shiftinthe
peopl€e's political loyalties-
away the traditional elite
parties. Itisinthiscontext that
the NPP sreform proposal for
a corruption-free and pro-
poor government could secure
apositive responsein urban
and rural electoral
constituencies.

The political space for Mr
Dissanayake and the NPPto
have emerged as a leading
reformist political force so
rapidly within two yearshad
aready been created by the
Aragalaya. Its powerful
doganof ‘ system change’ and
the hopesit envisioned for a
new generation of politicians,
committed to eliminating
corruption, cronyism and
tyrannical government, fitted
perfectly well withtheNPP's
agenda of reforming Sri
Lanka's politics, political
culture and practices of
governance. Thus, Mr.
Dissanayake's victory is a
slightly delayed political
outcome of the Aragalaya.
The NPP's rapid journey to
become Sri Lanka's newest
ruling party hasa so coincided
with the consolidation of the
Samagi Jana Balawegaya

(SIB-Unified People sForce)
as the leading opposition
party. Thecombined presence
of theNPPandthe SIB in Sri
Lanka's parliamentary and
electora politicssignalsthe
onset of a major
transformation of Sri Lanka's
politica party systemaswell.
The UNP, and the Sri Lanka
Podujana Peramuna(SLPP),
thethreemain political parties
founded and managed by the
political classof Sri Lankan
elites, have been so
weakened that they can
remain only as small
opposition parties.

Thus, the emerging frame of
political polarization in Sri
Lankaappearsto be between
the NPP and SIJB — the SIB
filling the space right-wing
party caused by the decline of
the UNP as a mass party.
Getting down to business
will not be easy

Thenew President will have
a set of unusual challenges
and tasks before him. Since
hehasonly three Membersof
Parliament in Parliament,
holding early parliamentary
electionsisamgor imperdtive
for the new President. To
form hisown government, the
President islikely to form a
caretaker cabinet. Headed by
the President, the caretaker
cabinet will havethree other
Ministers. The dissolution of
Parliament is most likely to
occur beforeor next week so
that an election can be held
idedly inlate November.

To consolidate his
government, the new
President will need a
comfortable parliamentary
majority, of over 113 MPs.
Thepresidentia election has
clearly exposed a major
lacunaein hiselectoral base.
The NPP has a rather weak
presenceinthedistrictswith
sizeable Tamil and Muslim
ethnic minorities. The fact
that Mr. Dissanayake’'s
victory has been ensured
primarily by Sinhalesevoters
isanissuethat demandsearly
correctiveaction. Making the
NPPethnicaly plurdisticwill
enable the NPP government
to beinclusivist of all of Sri
Lanka's ethnic and cultural
communities, while also

securing aclear parliamentary
majority.

Two other tasks will test the
resolve and capacities of the
new President and his
government. Thefirstisabout
repaying the external debt
while taking the country’s
economy back to the path of
rapid growth, thistime with
socia justice and equity as
normative social goals. This
will call for are-working of
the austerity programme
which  the previous
government has agreed with
theIMF. Thisistheonly way
to prevent the recurrence of
socia discontent and protests
by vast sections of the
affected people.

The second isabout purifying
publiclifeand the culture of
governance. Mr. Dissanayake
won the presidency on the
strength of hopes he had
generated for a corruption-
free system of government.
Eradicating corruption is
easier said in an election
campaign than actually done
after the election because
corruption is a highly
institutionalised,
internationalised  and
sophidticated vocation. Yet, the
issue of corruption will bea
crucial test of the new
President’spolitical success
aswell ashiscredibility.
What the people seem to
expect from the new
President isanew beginning
that will lead to a ‘genuine
change’ (saba wenasak, in
Sinhala). At the presidential
election, Sri Lanka's people
took thefirst mgjor stepinthat
direction by effecting an
unusually radical change in
who governs. Itisnow up to
President Dissanayake and
hisNPP government to prove
that they - representatives of
the non-elite social classes -
are better rulers and better
democrats with greater
sensitivity to people’s
expectations for ‘genuine

change'.
(By Prof.Jayadeva
Uyangoda, Emeritus

Professor of Political Science,
University of Colombo, Sri
Lanka)
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CTUSWRITESTOTHEMINISTERONEMPLOYMENT LINKED...

Continuing from the last
issue...

b)  Theclaim that these
Employment  Linked
Incentive schemes will
encourage employers to
recruit new workers or
generate new jobs may not
be accurate. A significant
number of employersaready
hireeligibleworkerswithout
registering them under
EPFO. The Central Trade
Unions (CTUs) have long
raised this concern,
advocating for arobust and
stringent inspection
mechanismto ensureat least
partial accountability of
private employersregarding
their basic statutory
obligationstoward workers.
Unfortunately, thisessential
tool for holding employers
accountable hasbeen further
weakened under the new
Labour Codes. As aresult,
enrolling a segment of
currently employed but
unregistered workers into
EPFO may alow employers
to accessthe benefits of the
schemewithout necessarily
creating new jobs.

c)  Acritical concernis
that companies must recruit
new employeeseach year to
continueavailing the benefits
of these schemes. Thiswill
inevitably lead to the
retrenchment of workers
after just one or two years,
effectively treating them as
fixed-term employees. Such
a practice will worsen the
cydeof masshiringandfiring
of theemerging workforce,
reinforcing atemporary or
fixed-term employment
model rather than promoting
long-term job security. This
approach undermines net
employment generation and
job stability.

d) Theinternship scheme
will transfer 1 56,000 crore
directly to the top 500
companies, subsidizing a
significant portion of their
labour cogts. Smultaneoudly,
it promotes the deployment
of workers under insecure
conditions, usinginternships
as a means to circumvent
labour laws, such as the

ApprenticesAct of 1961, and
other statutory protections.

e) This will drive
employment relations
towardsmorefragility where
thefresh batches of interns,
with the state-of-the-art
knowledge of automation
and technology and skill to
learn fast will be burdened
with the whole core
responsibility of the
production process, but
denied of the basic statutory
wages, benefitsand rights.

e)  Thistrend will push
employment relations
towards even greater
instability, where new
interns—armed with cutting-
edge knowledge of
automation and technol ogy
and an ability to quickly
learn—will shoulder core
production responsibilities.
However, they will bedenied
basic statutory wages,
benefits, and rights, further
eroding the quality and
security of employment for
India’ sworkforce. Weurge
thegovernment toreconsider
thelong-termimplicationsof
theseschemesonjob stability
and labour rights, and to
ensure that measures
designed to stimulate

employment do not
perpetuate precarious
working conditions.

f)  Theproposed schemes
risk creating a continuous
cyclewherealargereserve
of unemployed or
vocationally educated youth
are perpetually waiting to
replace outgoing workers
each year. Instead of
genuinely addressing
unemployment, these
schemes merely expand the
subsidy circuit for the top
500 private companies. By
channelling public fundsto
these corporationsunder the
pretence of economic
incentivization, the schemes
primarily serve corporate
interests, rather than
delivering red benefitstothe
workforceor addressing the
fundamental issues of job
creation and economic
Sability.

0) Many companies,

including major ones like
BOSCH inBengauru, have
phased out On-Job Training
(OJT) schemes and Long-
Term Trainee Employee
(LTTE) programs, which
previoudy offered apathway
for traineestotrangtioninto
regular employment. These
programs, along with Skill
India initiatives such as
NEEM, NETAP, NAPS,
and SITA, wereonceactive
but have now largely been
discontinued. The new
internship program, which
aimsto placemost likely an
averageof 4,000 internsper
year with 500 companies
over five years, does not
require employers to offer
these interns permanent
positions. This lack of
obligation is likely to
exacerbate the trend of
dismantling existing OJT
schemes and further erode
the opportunitiesfor trainees
to secure stable, long-term
employment.

h) The proposed ELI
schemeisseverdy lackingin
terms of a comprehensive
accountability mechanism,
whichisoftendismissedasa
“digncentive’ for employers.
The scheme contains
numerous loopholes that
enable employers to
circumvent their basic
obligations, despite being
funded entirely by public
funds. Relyingonemployers
adherence to the scheme's
objectiveswithout stringent
oversight is likely to
undermineitseffectiveness.
Rather thanachievingitsgod
of generating sustainable,
qudity employment, the ELI
scheme is more likely to
exacerbate the trend of
temporary employmentinthe
manufacturing sector, failing
todeliver onitspromisesand
ultimately  benefiting
corporate interests at the
expense of long-term job
security for workers.

i) Thegrowing trend of
replacing regular employees
with Fixed-Term Employees
through Voluntary Retirement
Schemes (VRS), Early
Retirement Schemes(ERS),

and Employment Separation
Schemes (ESS) is deeply
concerning. This practice,
especialy prevalent in the
corporate manufacturing
sector across the nation, is
leading to an increase in
precarious and unstable job
conditions. Theshift towards
fixed-term contractsnot only
underminesjob security but
also contributes to a more
volatile and uncertain
employment landscape,
further destabilizing the
workforceand diminishing
long-term employment
prospects.

The redirection of public
fundsinto private corporate
cofferswill not addressthe
unemployment crisisbut will
instead serve to boost
production-linked profitsby
expanding the use of unpaid
or underpaidlabour. TheELI
and internship schemeswill
put freelabour at thedisposa
of the corporates, creatinga
hidden channel for public
resources to benefit both
domesticand foreign private
entities. These schemes do
not ensure genuine net
employment generation and
are unlikely to deliver the
meaningful, sustainablejob
creation that is desperately
needed.

The ongoing decline in
aggregate demand, driven by
decreasing purchasing power
among the populace, is
negatively impacting net sdes
and reducing production-
linked profits. Thistrendis
discouraging private
investment in productive
activities. Instead, corporate
incomeisincreasingly being
diverted towards specul ative
and expropriative ventures
rather than towards job-
creatinginvestments. While
thegovernment may provide
subsidies to corporations,
suchmeasuresareunlikely to
improvetheoverall state of
theeconomy or theconditions
of the people. Infact, these
schemes may exacerbate
exigting economic chalenges
and further deteriorate the
economic situation for
ordinary citizens.

Thus, these schemes, which
aretouted asa‘win-win’ by
corporate leaders, are
unlikely toleadtoanincrease
in private investment or
genuine  employment
generation. In reality, they
primarily benefit the
corporationswhilefailingto
address the broader
economic needsof thenation.
For theworking peopleand
unemployed youth of our
country, these schemes
represent not avictory but a
deepening of economic
hardship and job insecurity.
We have consistently
advocated for critical
measures to address the
agrarian crisis, including
safeguarding thelivelihoods
of millions, increasngfunding
for MGNREGA with an
extended number of
workdays, and raising the
minimum wagefor workers.
Additionally, wehavecalled
for theimplementation of an
urban development
employment guarantee
scheme to tackle urban
unemployment, and for the
urgent filling of vacant
sanctioned posts within
central and state
governments, as well as
public sector and public
serviceroles.

Nelson Mandela hasrightly
said “It always seems
impossibleuntil it sdone” Let
us remember that true
progressismeasured not by
thefundsalocated, but by the
lives uplifted and the jobs
created. The worth of our
policiesliesintheir ability to
servethe people, not just the
corporate balance shests.
WeurgetheLabour Ministry
to prioritizethesedemandsas
anessentid first steptowards
addressing the youth
unemployment crisis.
Immediate and focused
action on these issues is
crucial for creating
meaningful job opportunities
andimproving theeconomic
stability of our workforce,
(Theletter wassigned by the
leadersof INTUC,AITUC,
HMS, CITU, AIUTUC,
TUCC, SEWA, AICCTU, LPF
andUTUC))




October 2024

TOWARDS SOCIALISM

Page5

South India Leadership Meet of Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM) held at Bangalore

Samyuktha Kissan Morcha [SKM]
had a two-day South India leadership
Meet on 7" and 8th of October in
Gandhi Bhavan, Bengaluru. 300 Kissan
leaders from Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
Karnataka attended this very important
meeting. National Secretariat Members
of SKM Darshan Pal, Krishna Prasad,
Dr. Sunilam, Viju Krishnan, Ravula
Venkiah, V. Venkataramiah and many
other important National leaders at-
tended this meeting. Samyuktha
Horata Karnataka hosted this Meet.

Two days meeting elaborately dis-
cussed the present political situation
and the situation of the movement.
Opinions were collected from all the
farmer’s organisations about how to
intensify the movement and how to
consolidate samyuktha kissan morcha
at the state level and also at the Na-
tional level. 68 key suggestions came
from the states which were sent to
the National secretariat.

Decisions of the South SKM Meet:

The main focus of South farmer’s
organisations is Strengthening SKM at
the State level and unleashing mass
struggles to achieve our demands. To
make it happen,

Each State will hold leadership
meet/ conventions of all farmer’s
organisations of the state within 15th
November 2024.

Coordinate with and include maxi-
mum Kisan and Agricultural Worker
Organisations based on the main de-
mands- Each SCC's has to work out
the policy for wider unity of the farmers
and agricultural workers -

Main demands of MSP@C2+50%
with guaranteed procurement for all
crops, Comprehensive Loan waiver, No
privatization of electricity, Crop Insur-
ance Public, and Farmers Pension —
local demands will be added by the
respective State units with priority on-
end indiscriminate land acquisition and
other burning issues -

Make the 26th November 2024
mass action at the district level, re-
markable in the history of South India.

16th October 2024 GB Meeting is
going to be held at New Delhi. This GB
is going to take the future course of
the movement. All the state units of
the south are requested to send at least
two members from each state.

Immediate States Special Empha-
sis

The SKM South Indian Leadership
meet resolves to fight resolutely against
the pro-corporate policies being pur-
sued by the BJP-led union government
and different state governments. The
meeting unanimously resolved that:

The indiscriminate land grab be-
ing promoted in violation of the 2013
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act and Forest Rights
Actin different states should be stopped
forthwith. We support the struggles of
farmers and people in different states
against forcible land acquisition. SKM
salutes the brave struggles in
Channarayapattana, Karnataka,
and the struggles in Tamil Nadu and
other parts of India.

The Commission on Agricultural
Costs and Prices and State Agricul-
tural Prices Commissions should be

Punishment for Opoverty
Public Sector Banks Squeezed Out Rs. 8,500 Crores as Penalty for
not maintaining Minimum Baance.

No. | Name of the Bank Amount

(inCrores)

1 | Bankof Baroda 1250.63
2 | Bankof India 827.53
3 | Bank of Maharashtra 470.79
4 | CanaraBank 1157.89
5 | Centra Bank of India 587.21
6 | IndianBank 1466.35
7 | Indian OverseasBank 19.75
8 | Punjab& Sind Bank 55.24
9 | PunjabNationd Bank 1537.87
10| StateBank of India 640.19
11 | UCOBank 66.44
12 | UnionBank of India 414.93
(Source: Lok Sabha. August 2024)

made statutory bodies by including
farmers’ representatives and ensure fix-
ing of MSP@C2+50 as well as assured
procurement.

Grains for PDS, ICDS and other
government schemes should be directly
procured from farmers at MSP.

Changes to the Land Reforms Act
made in states like Karnataka to re-
move ceilings and allow corporate to
take-over of farmland should be re-
versed.

The Agricultural Produce Markets
should be strengthened and states
should waive any market tax or cess
on farmers.

The exploitation by private money
lenders and Micro Financing Institu-
tions should be stopped. Interest-free
loans to poor farmers, landless, agri-
cultural workers and tenants should be
ensured.

Special Resolution on Palestine

Samyukta Kisan Morcha strongly
condemns the Genocide of the Israeli
Government and stands in Solidarity
with the People of Palestine. Israel
stands guilty of widespread acts of
genocide, including massacring
defenceless women and children. SKM
also strongly opposes the Indian
Government’s support to the Govern-
ment of Israel, bolstering Israel’'s
grossly offensive acts.

Stop the War. We call for an im-
mediate and permanent ceasefire.

We demand that the Indian Gov-
ernment stop all Arms supplies and
Trade Deals with Israel.

We oppose the fact that the gov-
ernment of India is sending thousands
of Indian construction workers to Pal-
estine. They are replacing Palestinian
workers from the West Bank & Gaza,
we oppose this policy.

- Israeli leaders must be pros-
ecuted for war crimes that they have
committed as per the rulings of the In-
ternational Court of Justice & the Inter-
national Criminal Court.

- We call for the Establishment of
an INDEPENDENT & SOVEREIGN
STATE OF PALESTINE.

- We appeal to all the People’s
Movements & Political Parties commit-
ted to the legacy of our Freedom Move-
ment and anti-colonial liberation Move-
ments to stand with the Palestinian
people in their quest for freedom from
the Israel- US Colonial occupation.

- We call for a Boycott of all Israeli
products. We must build an all-India
campaign to build support for the Pal-
estinian cause in India and the world.

- We stand with the Farmers of
Palestine who are suffering various
atrocities by the Israeli occupation.
Their lands are stolen, and their crops
and their wells and water systems
are destroyed.

Victory to the Kissan Movement
Victory to the People of this Country.

Victory to the Humanity.
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Palestine Solidarity Day was observed across the .
e Bl country on the call of the left parties on 7th October AlAKSVaranasi District (Uttar Pradwh) Meeting was
Theleeders of AI FB,AIAMS AIYL andAI SB VIS|ted 2024. Ralieswere held in Kolkata, Coochbehar (West held on 6th October 2024 and the leaders of the

the residence of the 10 year old girl who was brutally Bengal), Bhubaneswar (Odisha), Guwahati, Silchar, Anganwadi and Mid-Day meal workersUnion
raped and murdered in Kultali, South 24-Parganas Sivasagar (Assam). Reports from other states are submitted a memorandum on various issues of the
District of West Bengal on 5th October 2024. awaiting. workersto the authorities concerned in Lucknow.
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The Maharashtra State Committee of theAI FB met at
Ravi Bhawan, Nagpur on 6th October 2024. Com. G.
Devargjan, General Secretary of the AlFB attended. e

The meeting decided to intensify the preparation for " Condolence meet ngs on the sad and sudden demise
the ensuing Assembly elections. A number of new The Reception Committee For the 10th Natlonal of Comrade Sitaram Yechuri, General Secretary of CPI

Comrades from different districts of Maharashtra Conference of the AIAK S met at Patnaon 6th October (M) wereheldin Bangalore (Karnateka), Lucknow
joined the party including Dr. Somdeve, former 2024. Com. GobindaRoy, Chairman of theAIAKS (Uttar Pradesh) and Silchar (Assam). Com.GR
Magistrateand Ex. Principal of aLaw Collegefrom National Coordination Committee attended. The Shivashankar, Com. Udaynath Singh and Com.Mihir
Ramtek District. preparation for the Conferenceisin full swing. Nandi attended and addressed the meetings

respectively on 6th October 2024.

AIAKS and SKM organised a dharna at Machgao, AlAKSrally and dharnain different blocks of Purulia,
Chitrakut in Madhya Pradesh on 1st October 2024 West Bengal on 1st October 2024.
and submitted amemorandum to the DM.

A commemorative meeting was organised at
Netaji Bhawan, New Delhi on 5th October 2024
on the occasion of the 27th Death Anniversary of
Com.Chitta Basu, former General Secretary of

S Y s N D b B s
AIFB and the 129th Birth Anniversary of 1100“f NATIONAL CONFERENCE
. ar Qe
Com.Hemanta Basu, former Chairman of the 2024 December 15,16,17 PATNA.
) SWAMY SAHA}#EA:::IIAI SﬁRaI:iV;ATHI VEDIKA
Party. Com. G. Devargjan, General Secretary of Com, G, GOVIND ROV, e wsn
the AIFB and the leaders of the party Delhi unit Com. 6. DEVARAJAN ars cen. secrtary ; (5 G G
Com. RAMAYNA SINGH Com. P.V.SUNDARA RAMARAJU Com. AMERIKA MAHATO i i on his 125 th Birth Aﬂnlversary

have pal d ﬂ Oral trl but% to the departw I ewers Reception Committee Chairman AIAKS, All India Secretary, Coll : 09848654983 Reception Comittee Chief Convenor Allclnd‘xa IFgmaml;gteBeloc All India Forward Bloc

Central Committee
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The 2024 Global Hunger
Index (GHI) report has
placed Indiaat aconcerning
105th position out of 127
countries, with a score of
27.3,indicating a“ serious’
level of hunger. Thisranking
is a stark reminder of the
persistent challenges India
faces in ensuring food
security and nutritionfor its
population. The GHI scoreis
calculated based onfour key
indicators; undernourishment,
child stunting, child wasting,
and child mortality. India's
performancein these areas
highlightssignificant areasof
concernand callsfor urgent
action.

The Global Hunger Index
(GHI) is a peer-reviewed
report, published on an
annual basis by
Wethungerhilfeand Concern
Worldwide. In 2024, the
Indtitutefor Internetional Law
of Peaceand Armed Conflict
(IFHV) at Ruhr-University
Bochum has joined the
cooperation as academic
partner who will calculate
and develop thelndex going

TOWARDS SOCIALISM

India ranks 105th out of the 127 countries
in the Global Hunger Index, 2024

forward. The GHI isatool
designedto comprehensively
measure and track hunger at
globd, regional, and nationd
levels, reflecting multiple
dimensions of hunger over
time. Thereportamstoraise
awarenessand understanding
of thestruggleagaing hunger,
provide a way to compare
levels of hunger between
countries and regions, and
call attention to those areas
of the world where hunger
levelsarehighest and where
theneed for additiond efforts
to eliminate hunger is
greatest.

Undernourishment and Child
Sunting.

Thereport revea sthat 13.7%
of India’'s population is
undernourished, meaningthe
y donot havesufficient caloric
intake2. Thisisacritica issue
as it directly impacts the
overall health and
productivity of the
population. Additionally,
35.5% of children under five
aredunted, whichmeansthey
havelow height for their age
dueto chronicundernutrition.

Stunting isnot just ahealth
issue; it has long-term
implications on cognitive
development and future
economic potentia.

Child Wadtingand Mortdlity.
Childwasting, defined aslow
weight for height dueto acute
undernutrition, affects18.7%
of children under five in
India2. This is the highest
childwasting rate globally,
indicating a severe and
immediate crisis2.
Furthermore, the underfive
mortality ratestandsat 2.9%,
reflecting the fatal mix of
inadequate nutrition and
unhealthy environments.
Thesegatisticsarealarming
and underscorethe need for
comprehensveinterventions
to address malnutrition and
improve child health
outcomes.

Economic Disparities and
Socid Inequdities.

Despite India's reported
economic growth, the GHI
report highlights that
economic disparities and
socid inegudlitiescontinueto
hinder equitable access to

food resources. The
relationship between per
capitaGDP growth and low
levels of hunger are not
alwaysdirect or guaranteed.
This means that economic
growthdoneisinsufficientto
address the root causes of
hunger and malnutrition.
Policies must focus on
propoor development and
addressing social and
economic inequalities to
ensure that the benefits of
growth reach the most
vulnerable sections of
oCiety.

Government Initiativesand
Recommendations.

The report acknowledges
India ssignificant politica will
to transform the food and
nutritionlandscape, pointing
to initiatives such as the
Nationa Food Security Act,
Poshan Abhiyan (National
Nutrition Mission), PM
Garib Kalyan Yojna
(PMGKAY),

and National Mission for
Natura Farming2. However,
it also emphasizesthat there
is room for improvement.
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The report proposes a
multifaceted approach,
includingimproved accessto
socid safety nets, investments
inagriculture, andaholistic
food systems approach that
promotes diversified,
nutritious, and ecological
food production.
India’s2024 GHI rankingis
a wakeup call for
policymakers, stakeholders,
and society at large. It
highlightsthe urgent need for
targeted interventions to
address undernourishment,
child stunting, wasting, and
mortality. Whilegovernment
initiatives are a step in the
right direction, a more
comprehensveandinclusve
aoproachisrequiredtotackle
theroot causesof hunger and
manutrition.

Achieving the United
Nations’”  Sustainable
Development Goal of Zero
Hunger by 2030 remains a
daunting challenge but with
concerted effortsand afocus
onsocial equity, itisagoal
that can be achieved.

Undemocratic and Against...

On Page8...

9. India is the largest
democracy in the world.
Therefore maintain and
protecting our democratic
tradition and values should
not bereviewed onthebasis
of economic cost. Elections
should not be considered as
cost effective.

10. Itisaprovenfact that the
issues of State Assembly
electionsand the Lok Sabha
eectionsareentirey different
from each other. Morelocal
issueswill getimportanceto
theAssembly electionsand
Lok Sabha election will
debate particularly on
national issues with extra
focusonunity andintegrity of
thenation. Anti-incumbency
factorswill bedifferentinthe
state and the country as a

whole.

11. We are in favour of
comprehensive electoral
reforms including
proportionate representation
system. We are prepared to
submit detailed proposalsin
thisregard asand when such
gtuationarises.

We shall be ableto explain
more on these pointsand to
addmoreopiniononthisvitd
subject when get the
opportunity to meet your
good sdlf.

| would like to inform you
that on behalf of our party,
theAll IndiaForward Bloc,
Com. G. Devargan,
Secretary, Central
Committee will appear
before you for further
interaction as proposed by
you either on 7" July or 8"
July 2018. Kindly informthe

time of meeting withyou, to
our representetive. HisPhone
No. i$9312228144.
AlIFB’s2" L etter totheLaw
Commission of Indiaonthe
issue of One Nation One
Election dated 11" July
2018, signed by Com.
DebabrataBiswas, Ex. M.P.
and the then General
Secretary of the Party.

Dear Sir,

In continuation with our
earlier letter dated 2 July
2018 addressed to you and
the meeting with our
representative Mr. G.
Devarajan, Secretary,
Central Committee of All
India Forward Bloc, | on
behalf of our party wouldlike
to put onrecordthefollowing
pointsadditionaly inorder to
substantiate our opinion that
conducting simultaneous

electionsto the Lok Sabha
and State Legislative
Assemblies is against the
federal character of the
nation and democratic
traditions.

1. When many of the
democraciesintheworldare
serioudy engaged inmaking
laws and debating on
the ‘Right To Re-call’ how
thelargest democracy inthe
world —Indiacan go to the
primitivestageof democracy,
which deniestherightsof the
people to choose their
representative asand when
required?

2. Theargument that dueto
theimplementation of ‘ code
of conduct’, the
developmental activitiesare
cometoastandstill. It hasno
logic. That the code of
conduct isonly for the new
projects initiative after

announcingthedectiondates.
There is no bar in
implementing the ongoing
schemesand projects. Many
parties are promising many
new schemesinther eection
manifestoesal so.

3. Electionisan opportunity
in democracy to gauge the
peopl€e saspirationsand their
thoughts about the future of
society. Thereforethepeople
should not be deprived of
their democraticrights.

4. \Weare of the opinionthat
simultaneous el ectionswill
cost more than the current
method of eections.

5. Instead of debating on
simultaneouselections, the
Law Commission of India
shoulddsothink loudly about
comprehensive electoral

reforms including
proportionate representation
€tc.
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One Nation- One Election:

Undemocratic and Against Federalism

TheUnion Government hasapproved
the report of the high-powered
committee and started moving
forward with it in asituation where
theaccusation that * one country, one
election’ istheagendaof the Sangh
Parivar has been raised from many
quarters. TheHigh Power Committee
was formed by the Central
Government on September 2, 2023.
The committee chaired by former
President Ram Nath Kovind
submitted the 18,626-page Report
on 14" March 2024.

Since 2014, Narendra Modi had
darted usingthedogan* One Country
OneElection’. In2020, hesaid, “This
should not be subject to discussion,
but itistheimperativeof thecountry.”
Thiswasreiterated inthe BJP 2024
manifesto. There are other motives
behind the recent acceptance of the
single election proposal which
requires several constitutional
amendmentswithout amgority inthe
Lok Sabha alone. This is a
continuation of theRSSdogan‘ One
Country, One Language, One
Culture, OneReligion’. TheUnion
Cabinet hastily approved thereport,
which is the beginning of the
destruction of the country’ sfederal
and democratic systems.

TheAlFB isof theopinionthat the
‘onecountry, onedection’ system put
forward by theRSSandtheBJPisa
move to create a centralized
dictatorship by handing over all
power to oneleader.

(Resolution adopted by the 18" Party
Congress of theAll IndiaForward
Bloc held at Kolkata on 12-16
December 2018.)

1.1 Simultaneous Polls:
Undemocratic Move. TheElection
Commission of Indiahasannounced
that itislogistically equippedtohold
simultaneous elections to the Lok
Sabha and State Assemblies. The
BJP and Prime Minister Narendra

Modi have supported thisproposal.
Infact, it isthe Union government
mooted thisproposal. Itisnot justa
decision to be taken by the
government or Election Commission.
ElectionsinIndiainvolvedl political
partiesand the people.

1.2 This idea of conducting
simultaneous polls is against the
fundamental s of democracy where
the people are the last word.
Federalism is a key feature of our
Condtitution. It envisagesthe freeand
independent politica devel opment of
the Centre and the state. The
imposition of a uniform electoral
pattern on the entire nation viol ates
that idea. As per the proposal, if a
Sategovernment losesitsmajority in
the assembly, the people of the state
may havetowait for arepresentative
governmenttill thenext Smultaneous
election. If the central Government
losesitsmajority inthe Parliament,
either it has to wait for the next
smultaneouspollsor it will forceall
thestate governmentsto dissolvethe
assembliesand gofor polls. Thisis
unfair and undemocratic. Itisto be
mentioned here that there is no
provisionfor President’sruleat the
centre.

1.3Itisasoafact that theissuesfor
parliament and assembly dectionsare
different. If the elections are held
smultaneoudy, the PrimeMinigteria
candidate, the ruling party at the
centreand theissues at the national
level will dominatethecampaign. It
will underminetheissuesof thestates
and will negate theimportance and
relevance of smaller partieswhereas
themulti-party systemisthestrength
and beauty of Indian democracy. The
Election Commission and the
government have no right to distort
the peopl€e's choices by mixing up
ISSues.

1.4 The idea of fixed tenure of a
government is against the grain of

democracy. Thehigh cost of frequent
elections, increasing election
expenditure, problems of political
funding, constraints due to model
code of conductsareissues. But the
current proposal isnot the solution
for theseissues. Comprehensiveand
scientific electoral reformsbased on
federalism and democracy isduein
our country. In a democracy, the
people’ s unfettered right to elect a
government of their own is more
important than anything e sewhatever
may beitscost. TheAll IndiaForward
Bloc strongly opposesthe proposal
of the government and the Election
Commisson.

AIFB Letter totheLaw Commission
of Indiaon theissue of One Nation
One Election dated 29" June 2018,
signed by Com. Debabrata Biswas,
Ex. M.P. and the then General
Secretary of the Party.

To

Dr. Justice B.S. Chauhan,
Chairman, Law Commissonof India,
Ministry of Law & Justice,
Government of India,

Room No.405, 4" Floor, ‘B’ Wing,
Lok Nayak Bhavan, Khan Market,
New Delhi 110003

Dear Sir,

| am in receipt of your letter
D.0.N0.6(3)322/2018-LC(LS)
dated 14" June 2018 regarding
seeking our opinion about the Union
government’s proposal of holding
simultaneous elections to the Lok
Sabhaand the State L egidatures.
Whileappreciatingtheinitiativetaken
by the Law Commission of Indiato
seek the opinion of the political
parties, themajor stakeholdersinthe
processof election, wewouldliketo
put on record our concerted viewsin
thisimportant subject.

1. Weareof theopinion that forceful
synchronization of dectionstotheL ok
Sabhaand Statelegidaturesisagainst
the real spirit of our time-tested

federd system.
2. The purposeand procedure of the
proposal isagainst the Constitution
and the Parliamentary system, which
ensurestheright of the statetoform
its own government or to elect its
legidatorsasand when required.
3. If thestatelegidatorshavefailed
toformagovernment, itwill ultimately
leadto President’srule, whichisclear
negation of people'sright envisaged
inthecongtitution.
4. The said proposal will dilutethe
spirit of Representation of People
Act, 1951 inmany counts. Itwill leed
to political and administrative
corruption.
5. Intheeraof codition politics, there
iS no guarantee that the elected
government will remainin power for
thefull term of fiveyears. Opposition
may unite to defeat the incumbent
government on a confidence/non-
confidencemotion. But that doesnot
mean that theoppositionwill uniteto
formanother government.
6. Itisafact that multi-party electora
system is the strength of our
democracy particularly inacountry
having hugediversity inall matters.
Weshould learn fromthe experience
of other countries that attained
freedom aong with usin conducting
electionsand forming governments.
7. Fixed-term government will
definitely hamper the voice of
opposition as the government is
insulated constitutionally from all
oppostionthreats. Itisdetrimenta to
the democracy. The elected
representativeisentitledto get justice
from the government for the sake of
hisor her voters.
8. If the Uniongovernment fallsand
theoppositionisnotinapositionto
form another government, thenisit
feasible to dismiss all the state
governments and to conduct
gmultaneousdection?

On Page?7...
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