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A Call for Restraint and Diplomacy

War, Hegemony, and the Threat to Global Peace

Thedangerousescalation of
hostilities in West Asia
following the coordinated
military strikescarried out by
the United Statesand | srael
againg theldamic Republic
of Iran has generated
widespread concern across
theinternational community.
Theseattacksmark agrave
turning point in regional
geopolitics and pose a
serious threat to global
peace, internationd law, and
thestability of theentireWest
Asanregion.Atatimewhen
theworldisareedy grappling
with economic uncertainty,
energy crises, and
humanitarian challenges,
suchrecklessmilitary actions
only intensify instability and
uffering.

The military aggression
initiated by the United States

and Israel hasdrawn strong
criticism from many
observers who view the
attackson Iranianterritory as
a blatant violation of
international law and the
fundamental principles of
sovereignty and non-
interferenceenshrinedinthe
Charter of the United
Nations. Military strikeson
sovereignterritory cannot be
judtified under any pretext of
strategic security or
geopolitical rivalry. History
hasrepesatedly demonstrated
that unilateral military
interventions by powerful
nations often produce
catastrophic consequences,
leading not to stability but to
prolonged conflict,
destruction, and human
tragedly.

What makes the present
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escalation even more
darmingisthefact that these
attacks have taken place at
a time when diplomatic
negotiationswerereportedly

underway between the
United States and Iran
concerning long-standing
disputes related to nuclear
development and regional
security. Diplomacy,
didogue, and negotiationare

the universally accepted
means of resolving
international disputes. The
sudden resort to military
action not only undermines
thesediplomatic effortsbut
also sends a troubling
message that coercion and
force are being prioritised
over peaceful engagement.

Thetiming of these attacks
has also raised serious
guestions about broader
geopolitical dynamics. The
developments came soon
after thevigt of Indian Prime
Minister NarendraModi to
Israel, prompting concerns
about the changing contours
of international alignments
and their implications for
regional peace. While
internationd diplomacy often
involves complex strategic
calculations, the use of

military force at such a
sensitive juncture only
deepens mistrust and
accelerates the spiral of
confrontation.

The Forward Bloc views
with deep alarm the
increasing pattern of
unilateral military
interventions carried out by
powerful nationsunder the
guise of global security
enforcement. Such
behaviour represents a
dangerous revival of
hegemonic politics in
internationd relations. When
powerful countriesassume
the authority to determine
which nationsmay exercise
their sovereign rights and
which may not, the very
foundationsof international

on page4...

Gas Crisis Grips the Nation:

Government Failure, War Fallout, and Black
Market Loot Push People to the Brink

The Central Committee of theAll
India Forward Bloc strongly
condemnsthegravecrissengulfing
large sectionsof our population due
totheacute scarcity of cooking gas.
This situation is a direct
consequence of the utter failure of
thegovernment tomaintain adequate
reservesand shied thecountry from
external shocksarising out of the
ongoing USHsrad war onlran. The
disruption of global energy supply
chains has exposed the
government’slack of preparedness,
foresight, and commitment to the
welfareof the people.

Despitetal clams, theredlity onthe

groundisaarming. Thegovernment
has not only failed to ensure
adequate supply but has also
burdened the peopleby increasing
the prices of cooking gascylinders
in both domestic and commercial
categories. At atimewheninflation
is already squeezing household
budgets, thisdua assault of pricerise
and scarcity is pushing ordinary
citizenstothebrink.

The situation has reached such
alarming proportions that even
essentia serviceslikecremationare
being disrupted, with gas-based
crematoriums shutting down in
several places. This reflects the
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complete breakdown of basic
systems under the present regime.

The government hasfailed in its
fundamental duty to ensure the
availability of essentid commodities
and protect thedignity of lifeand
death.
The All India Forward Bloc
demandsimmediate and decisive
intervention by the government to
address this crisis. Strict and
exemplary action must be taken
against black-marketeers and
hoarders. Theuninterrupted supply
of cooking gasto student hostels
must be ensured so that students
receiveproper and nutritiousmeals.
Thepricesof essentia commodities,
on page6...
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Editorial

The health of a parliamentary democracy is
measured not merely by the conduct of eections
but by thestrength of itsingtitutions, thevibrancy
of debate, and the respect accorded to dissenting
voices. In recent years, however, serious
concerns have emerged about thefunctioning of
Parliamentin India. Criticsarguethat theruling
establishment led by Narendra Modi and the
Bharatiya Janata Party has increasingly
undermined parliamentary normsand traditions
that once ensured accountability and democratic
balance. Parliament, which ismeant to serveas
the supremeforumfor deliberation on national
issues, appearsto begradualy losingitsroleas
aspacefor meaningful debateand oversight.
One of themost troubling developmentsisthe
growing controversy surrounding thefunctioning
of theoffice of the Speaker of the Lok Sabha. In
aparliamentary system, the Speaker isexpected
to act asanimpartia umpire, ensuring that both
thegovernment and the opposition aregivenfair
opportunitiesto present their views. Theauthority
of the Speaker derives precisely from this
expectation of neutrality. However, opposition
parties have repeatedly accused the current
Speaker, Om Birla, of actinginapartisan manner
that favourstheruling party. Such alegationshave
gained momentum following repeated instances
inwhich opposition |eaderswereinterrupted or
preventedfromraisngcritica issuesin Parliament.
The situation reached a historic moment when
opposition partiesmoved ano-confidencemotion
against the Speaker—an extraordinary step that
underscoresthe depth of dissatisfaction within
the parliamentary opposition. While such a
motion may not succeed numerically duetothe
ruling party’ smgjority, itspolitical significanceis
undeniable. It signalsan unprecedented crisisof
confidenceinanofficethat istraditiondly regarded
as the guardian of parliamentary dignity and
farness

Observersof parliamentary proceedingshave
noted apattern in which membersof theruling
party frequently disrupt speechesby opposition
leaders, including the Leader of the Opposition,
without facing seriousreprimand fromthe Chair.
Yet when opposition membersattempt to question
government policiesor raisecontroversid issues,
the Speaker isoften quick tointerveneand curtall
their speeches. This asymmetry creates the
impression that the parliamentary arenaisno
longer aleve playing fidd but agpaceincressingly
dominated by the ruling establishment.

Another critical ingtitutional mechanismthat has
suffered erosionisthe system of parliamentary
Standing Committees. These committeeswere
originally designed to provide detailed scrutiny
of legidation and government policiesaway from
theglareof partisan confrontatio+n. They allow
Membersof Parliament from different partiesto
examinebillsclause by clause, consult experts,
and recommend improvementsbeforelawvsare
enacted. In recent years, however, agrowing
number of significant bills have been passed

Parliamentary Democracy under Strain:
Centralisation of Power and the
Shrinking Democratic Space in India

without being referred to these committees,
effectively reducing themtowhat criticsdescribe
as" paper tigers.”

The decline of committee scrutiny has serious
implicationsfor democratic governance. Laws
afectingmillionsof ditizensareoftenrushed through
Parliament without thorough debate or expert
consultation. Complex policiesinvolving economic
reforms, labour regulations, and agricultural
restructuring require careful examination, yet they
areincreasingly passed through expedited legidative
procedures. This bypassing of institutional
safeguardsweakensthe democratic processand
underminestheroleof Parliament asaddiberative
body.

The consequences of thisdemocratic deficit are
particularly visiblein the sphere of [abour rights.
Over the past decade, sweeping changeshavebeen
introduced through labour codesthat consolidate
and amend existing labour laws. Tradeunionsand
labour organi sationsarguethat thesereformshave
tilted thebalance decisively infavour of corporate
interestswhileweakening protectionsfor workers.
Criticscontend that theselawsmakeit easier for
employersto hireandfireworkers, dilutecollective
bargaining rights, and retrict the ability of workers
to organise and protest.

At thesametime, the agrarian crisiscontinuesto
haunt rural India. Farmersacrossthe country face
rising input costs, unstable crop prices, mounting
debts, andincreasing vulnerability todimate-r ated
disruptions. Themassivefarmers' proteststhat
erupted in recent yearsreflected deep resentment
against policies perceived as favouring large
agribusiness corporationsover small cultivators.
Although thegovernment eventually withdrew the
controversd farmlawsfollowing sustained protests,
the structural problemsof rural distressremain
unresolved.

Unemployment is another pressing challenge
confronting thecountry. India’'syoung population
represents atremendous demographic potential,
but thefailure to generate adequate employment
opportunitiesthrestensto convert thispotentia into
asource of widespread frustration. Official data
and independent studiesindicate persistent levels
of unemployment and underemployment,
particularly among educated youth. Theexpansion
of precariousand informal work, combined with
decliningjob security in many sectors, hascreated
anamosphereof economicuncertainty for millions
of families.

Parallel to these socio-economic challengesisthe
accelerating trend of privatisation of public sector
enterprises and national assets. Airports, ports,
railways, energy resources, and other strategic
sectorsareincreasingly being opened to private
corporate control. Supporters of privatisation
argue that it improves efficiency and attracts
investment, but criticsview it asatransfer of public
wealth into the hands of asmall corporate elite.
They warn that unchecked privatisation risks

undermining national sovereignty over key
economic resourceswhileweakening thepublic
sector’srolein ensuring equitable devel opment.
Naturd resourcesthat historically belongedtothe
peopl e of the country—minerals, forests, water
resources, and energy assets—arebeing leased
or sold to large corporations under policies
justified inthe name of economic growth. This
process often disregards the rights of local
communities, particularly tribal populationsand
small farmers, who depend on these resources
for their livelihoods. Environmental concernsare
asofrequently sidelined in the pursuit of rapid
indugtria expansion.

In this broader context, many scholars and
political observers have begun to describe
contemporary India as moving towards what
someterm an “elected autocracy.” Thisconcept
refersto apolitical system in which elections
continue to be held regularly, but democratic
inditutions, checksand baances, and civil liberties
gradually erode under the dominance of a
powerful ruling establishment. Theconcentration
of political authority in the executive branch,
combined with the weakening of institutional
oversght mechanisms, crestesconditionsinwhich
democratic procedures survive but democratic
ubstancediminishes.

Theimplicationsof such atransformation extend
far beyond parliamentary procedure. Democracy
is not merely a mechanism for choosing
governments, itisaframework that protectsthe
rightsof citizens, encouragesdebate, and ensures
that power remains accountable to the people.
When parliamentary ingtitutionsare weakened,
when opposition voices are marginalised, and
when critica policiesare pushed through without
meaningful discussion, the very foundation of
democratic governance beginsto erode.
India's freedom movement produced a
constitutional framework that envisioned a
pluralistic, participatory, and socially just
democracy. Preserving that legacy requires a
renewed commitment to democratic norms,
ingtitutional integrity, and respect for dissent.
Parliament must function asagenuinearenafor
debaterather than amereplatform for endorsing
executivedecisions. The Speaker must remain
above partisan cons derations, committees must
regaintheir rolein legidative scrutiny, and the
voices of workers, farmers, and marginalised
communities must be heard in national
policymaking.

Ultimately, the future of Indian democracy will
depend onthewillingnessof itsingtitutionsand
citizensto defend the principlesof accountability,
equality, and social justicethat lie at the heart of
the Condtitution. Without such vigilance, thedrift
towards centralised power and weakened
democratic checks may continue, leaving the
world’slargest democracy struggling to uphold
thevery idealsupon whichit wasfounded.
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AIFB Condemns US-Israel Strikes on Iran;

Calls for Immediate Ceasefire and
Diplomatic Resolution

TheCentrd Committeeof the
All India Forward Bloc
unequivocaly condemnsthe
coordinated military attacks
launched by the United States
of Americaand the State of
Israel against the Islamic
Republicof Iran. Thesudden
escalation of hostilities,
involving joint strikes on
[ranian territory and major
urban areas, constitutes a
graveviolation of established
internationdl law andinfringes
upon the sovereign rights of
the lranian nation. These
actions have triggered
military retaliation and have
the potentia to engulf the
entireWestAsanregionina
destructiveconflict.

Thisassault hastaken place
amid ongoing diplomatic
negotiationsbetweentheUS
and Iran, aimed at resolving
longstanding disputes over
nuclear programmes and
regional security. Moreover,
thisunprovoked escalation
comes immediately after
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to
Israel, raising serious
guestions about the broader

geopolitica dynamicsat play.
The timing of the attacks,
therefore, severely
undermines all such
diplomatic efforts and
suggests a preference for
military action over peaceful
dialogue. We categorically
reject thisapproach, which
exacerbates mistrust and
instability in an already
volatileregion.

The Forward Bloc views
withdegpadarmtheemerging
pattern of unilateral military

interventions by powerful
states under the guise of
globd security enforcement.
Such actions not only
contravenethe principlesof
state sovereignty and non-
interferenceenshrined inthe
United Nations Charter, but
also set a dangerous
precedent for global
geopolitics. Constructive
diplomacy must never be
subordinated to the strategic
designs of a few powerful
nations with military

superiority.
We are particularly
concerned by the potential

consequencesfor millionsof
ordinary ditizens indudingthe
large Indian expatriate
community in West Asia,
who now face heightened
risksdueto the escalation of
military activitiesand airgpace
closures. It is the primary
responsibility of every
government, including the
Government of India, to

ensure the safety and well-
being of itscitizensabroadin
timesof criss.
Inthiscontext, wecall upon
the Government of Indiato
issueaclear and unequivoca
statement condemning the
attackson Iranand urging an
immediate ceasefire. Weurge
India to leverage all
diplomatic channels —
bilateral, multilateral, and at
the United Nations—to de-
escalate tensions, promote
didogue, and prevent further
bloodshed. Theresilience of
world peaceandinternational
cooperation depends on
principled action and
unwavering commitment to
negotiations, not the use of
force.

The Central Committee of
AIFB reiteratesits steadfast
belief in a foreign policy
rooted in non-alignment,
respect for national
sovereignty, peaceful conflict
resolution, and global
solidarity. Theworld cannot
afford areturn to the era of
unilateral interventionsand
hegemonic dominance.

AIFB will not enter into any electoral alliance with the BJP

or with any front that includes the BJP in Tamil Nadu

The Central Committee of the All
IndiaForward Bloc hasresolved that
the Party will not enter into any
electora dliancewiththe Bharatiya
Janata Party or with any front or
formationthat includestheBJPinthe
ensuing Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly eections.

Thedecisonwastaken after detailed
deliberaionsontheprevailing politica
situation in Tamil Nadu and at the
nationd level. TheCentrd Committee
emphatically affirmed that the
ideologica foundationsof theAll India
Forward Bloc—rooted in the
principlesof secularism, democracy,
socid justice, and uncompromising
nationalism upheld by Netgji Subhas
Chandra Bose and Pasumpon
Muthuramalinga Thevar—are

fundamentally incompatiblewiththe
policiesand palitical direction of the
BJP.

The Central Committee is of the
considered opinion that the BJP-led
Union Government hasincreasingly
succumbed to external pressures,
thereby compromising the
sovereignty and economic self-
reliance of the nation. Policiesthat
open critical sectors to foreign
dominance and dilute national
interestsrai se seriousconcernsabout
thelong-term independence of our
country.

Further, the BJP government under
theleadership of NarendraModi has
consistently ignored the genuine
grievancesof farmers, workers, and
thevast toiling masseswho arethe

real creators of the nation’swealth.
Instead of addressing pressing issues
such as price rise, unemployment,
agrarian distress, erosion of |abour
rights, and attacks on minorities,
OBCs, Ddlits, and women, theruling
party has repeatedly attempted to
divert public attention by raising
communal and divisiveissues. Such
tacticsunderminethe secular fabric
of the nation and threaten social
harmony.

The Central Committee also notes
with concernthat partiesallied with
the BJP are equally complicit in
supporting these anti-people and
divisvepoalicies.

Inthiscontext, the Central Committee
has directed the Tamil Nadu State

Committee of the Party to explore
and engagewith like-minded secular
and democratic forces to forge an
dternativedectora dliancethat will
uphold the legacy of Netgji and
Pasumpon Thevar, defend
congtitutional vaues, and protect the
rightsand dignity of all sections of
oCiety.

TheAll IndiaForward Blocreiterates
itscommitment to stand firmly with
thefarmers, workers, youth, women,
and marginalised communities. The
Party shall strive to build a broad-
based democraticfrontin Tamil Nadu
that will res st commund polarisation,
defend national sovereignty, and
work towards people-oriented
governance.
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law and collective security are
undermined. Theworld cannot afford
toreturnto an erawheregeopolitical
disputes are settled through bombs
and missiles rather than through
diadogueand negotiation.

Equally disturbing is the arrogant
attitude displayed by theleadership
of the United Statesin attempting to
dictate the economic and strategic
choicesof sovereign nations. Reports
that the US President has declared
that Indiamay purchasecrudeail from
Russia only for a limited period
represent a direct insult to India’s
sovereignty and independent foreign
policy. Noforeign power hastheright
to prescribethe economic decisions
of an independent nation. Such
statements reveal the continuing
tendency of major powersto treat
devel oping countries assubordinate
actorsingloba palitics.

India has historically followed an
independent foreign policy rootedin
the principles of non-alignment,
peaceful coexistence, and respect for
nationd sovereignty. Theseprinciples
were championed by leaders who
believed that newly independent
nations must resist pressure from
global power blocs and safeguard
their autonomy in international
decision-making. Any attempt by
external powerstoimpose economic
or diplomatic restrictions on India
must thereforeberegected firmly and
unequivocally. The Government of
Indiamust respond to such satements
with clarity and dignity, defendingthe
sovereignrightsof the nation.

At the same time, the All India
Forward Bloc a so expresses serious
concernover theretaliatory military
actions undertaken by Iran. The
anger and resentment within Iran
following the attacks by the United
Statesand |sragl areunderstandable.
Any nation subjected to military
aggressonwill naturally respondin
defence of its sovereignty and
territorial integrity. However,
retdiatory actionsmust beguided by
responsibility and restraint,
particularly when civilian popul ations
inneighbouring countriesareplaced
arisk.

Reportsof Iranian attacksextending
beyond lIsrael to several Gulf
countries are deeply disturbing.
Nations such as the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,

Bahrain, and Oman are home to
millions of migrant workers from
across the world, including avery
large number from India. Military
strikes targeting or affecting these
regionsrisk causing severecivilian
casudtiesand spreadingingtability far
beyondtheorigina theatreof conflict.
Such actions cannot be justified
under any circumstances, as they
endanger innocent livesandwidenthe
humanitarian consequences of the
war.

Thevictimsof modern warfareare
rarely political leaders or military
strategists. The true victims are
ordinary people—children, women,
workers, and the el derly—who bear
the devastating consequences of
violence and displacement. Images
emerging fromtheregionreveal the
tragic human cost of the escalating
conflict. Familiesarebeingforcedto
flee their homes, essential
infrastructureisbeing destroyed, and
countlesscaiviliansarelivingincongant
fear of further attacks.

Thekilling of Iranian Supreme L eeder
Ali Khamenei hasfurther intensified
tensions and anger within Iran,
significantly raising the risk of
prolonged and unpredictable
retaliation. Such developmentshave
deepened the cycle of hostility and
have brought theregion closer toa
wider war that couldinvolvemultiple
nations. Once conflicts escalate to
such levels, they becomeextremely
difficult to control, often dragging
neighbouring countriesintothevortex
of violence.

Another alarming development is
Iran’s decision to close the
strategically vital Strait of Hormuz,
one of themost important maritime
routesfor theglobal trangportation of
oil and natural gas. A significant
portion of theworld'senergy supplies
passesthrough thisnarrow passage
connecting the Persian Gulf with
international waters. Any disruption
in this route inevitably sends
shockwaves across global energy
markets, affecting both devel oped and
developing economies.

For India, the consequences are
particularly severe. Thecountry relies
heavily onenergy importsfrom\West
Ada anddisruptionsinsupply chains
have already begun to create
shortages of essentia fuels. Reports
indicatethat Indiaisfacing aserious
shortageof Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG), afuel widely used for both
household and commercia purposes.

The shortage has begun to affect
everyday lifein many parts of the
country.

Small businesses, especially
restaurantsand hotel sthat depend on
commercial LPG cylinders, are
reportedly struggling to continue
operationsdueto thenon-availability
of fud. Inmany aress, householdsare
rushing to book LPG cylindersin
panic, fearing that the shortage may
persist if the war continues. Such
conditionscreatewidespread anxiety
among the population and disrupt
normal economic activity.

Despite the seriousness of the
situation, thereisgrowing concern
that the Government of Indiahasnot
yet responded with the urgency
required to address the crisis.
Ensuring theavailability of essentia
energy suppliesand protecting the
welfareof citizensmust betreated as
an immediate national priority.
Governments must anticipate the
rippleeffectsof global conflictsand
prepare contingency measures to
safeguard domestic stability.
Thesafety of Indian citizensworking
in West Asia is another major
concern. Millionsof Indian migrant
workerscontributesgnificantly tothe
economiesof Gulf countriesand send
valuable remittancesback home. In
the current aamosphere of heightened
military tensions, theseworkersare
living under constant fear of missile
grikes, airgpaceclosures, and sudden
escalations of violence. The
Government of India must take
proactivestepsto monitor their safety,
establish emergency evacuation
mechaniamsif necessary, andmaintain
continuous diplomatic engagement
with thegovernmentsof theregion.
Theongoing crissdemondratesonce
againthat war isnever asolutionto
complex geopolitical disputes.
Military aggression may produce
temporary strategic advantagesfor
someactors, but it inevitably leadsto
long-term instability and human
suffering. Theworld haswitnessed
numerous examples—from Irag to
Afghanigan—wherewarsinitiatedin
the name of security ended up
destabilising entire regions for
decades.

Theinternational community must
therefore act collectively to prevent
further escalation. Diplomatic
dialogue must resumeimmediately,
anddl partiesinvolved must commit
themselvesto aceasefire. Therole

of the United Nations and other
international forumsbecomescrucia
in such moments. Multilateral
diplomacy, rather than unilateral
military action, must guide effortsto
restore peace.

India, with its long-standing
commitment to non-alignment and
peaceful coexistence, is uniquely
positioned to play acongtructiverole
in promoting dialogue. The country
enjoysdiplomatic relationswith al
major actorsin the region and can
serveasacrediblevoice advocating
restraint and negotiation. A clear and
principled statement from India
condemning acts of aggressionand
calling for an immediate ceasefire
would strengthen global effortstode-
escaaetensions.

TheAll IndiaForward Blocreiterates
itsfirmbdief thetinternationd relations
must be governed by respect for
sovereignty, equality among nations,
and peaceful conflict resolution. The
useof military forceto settlepolitical
disputesonly perpetuates cyclesof
violenceand instability. The people
of the world deserve afuture free
from the constant threat of war and
destruction.

At thiscritical juncture, all parties
involved must step back from the
brink. The United Statesand I srael
must ceasetheir military aggression
against Iran, and Iran must exercise
restraint and refrain from retaliatory
actionsthat endanger neighbouring
countriesand civilian populations.
Only through dialogue, diplomacy,
and mutual respect can lasting peace
beachieved.

The world stands at a dangerous
crossroads. The choices madetoday
will determine whether humanity
moves towards cooperation and
peace or descendsinto another era
of devastating conflicts. It is the
responsibility of political leaders
across the globe to ensure that
wisdom and restraint prevail over
aggression and domination.

Tributes...

0tisha state Secretarial Memter Baiasore DIsirici Chairman
andState GeneralSecretary oy AI

KS)
Pasgell Away on 5 th March 2026. :

All India Forward Bloc
Central Committee




March 2026

TOWARDS SOCIALISM

Page5

Mazdoor-Kisan Sansad Calls Protest Against Labour Codes

Nationwide Black Day on April 1

TheMazdoor Kisan Sansad
organized by the Joint
Platform of Central Trade
Unions / Independent
Sectoral Federations /
Associationsaswell asthe
Samyukta Kisan Morcha—
SKM on 9 March 2026 at
Jantar Mantar, New Delhi
congratul ates the workers,
farmers, agriculturd workers
and variousother sectionsof
theworking peopleof India
for themagnificent all India
General Strike on 12
February 2026 givingavery
strong warning against the
anti-worker, anti-farmer
policies of the corporate

communal Union
Government.
ThisMazdoor Kisan Sansad

organised in continuation of
our joint and coordinated
struggles for pro-worker,
pro-farmer, pro-people
policiesbeingheld hereinthe
National Capital parallel to
the Parliament session,
strongly condemns the
shameful surrender of the
Union Government totheUS
pressures in accepting
unequal and exploitative
Indo-US Interim Trade
Framework and acting in
tandem with corporate
intereststo enforceaseries
of anti-worker, anti-farmer
Measures.

We note with concern the
USA'simpaostionof unilatera
tradetariffsand exploitative
trade terms on developing
countries to overcome its
hugeindebtedness, reduceits
trade deficit and continueits
petrodollar - dominated
financial control. The
imperidist forcesarecresting
warsand conflicts tamingthe
leaderships of sovereign
countries and imposing
regimechangesusingthewar
economy to manage their
systemic crisis. Iran is the
latest.

The Sansad strongly
condemnthewar on Iran by

the USA and Isradl - killing
AyatollahKhomeini, thehead
of sovereign Iran and
thousands of innocents,
including 183 children, to
pushtheentireMiddle East
into astate of armed conflict
and the entire world into a
state of economic turmoil.
More than 90 lakh Indian
citizens work in Gulf
countries. They export tous
55% of our crude oil needs
and annually import 60 [akh
tonnes of Basmati rice and
Buffalo meat, Marine
products, Sugar, fresh
vegetables and fruits from
India

The US Government has
emerged as the biggest
enemy of theworld'sworking
peopleand the biggest threat
to International Institutional
mechanisms for World
Peace. Westrongly condemn
the Government of Indiafor
shiftingitshigtoricaly evolved
anti-imperidis foreignpolicy,
surrendering sovereignty, and
alying with the USA and
|sradl, showinginsengtivity to
the butchering of 75,000
innocent Palegtinians.

The Sansad calls upon the
Government of India to
demand the immediate
cessation of the war and
ensure world peace. The
Union Government must
immediately intervene to
securethe Indian workforce
inthe Gulf countries, ensure
wagesand compensation for
them, and provide special
compensation for all
agricultura exports, ensuring
remunerative prices for
farmers.

The Sansad demandsthat the
Govt of Indiashould reject
the Indo US Interim
Framework on Trade Deal
which allows imports of
highly subsidized US
agricultural products and
processed food items;
commitsindiato buying Rs.
9 lakh crore worth goods

<€|ntensify struggles against
the Pro-Corporate Policies

of the Modi Government

Down with the war on Iran

Stop surrendering before USA on the Trade Deal

Mazdoor
Kisan

Parliament

whichwill end India’strade
aurplus; preventspurchase of
chegp crudefrom Russia; and
opens up large sectors of
economy toUSMultinationd
giants. Thesewill undermine
our farmers, MSMEs, many
sectors of Industry, food
security and sovereignrights.
The Sansad strongly
condemnsthe Government of
Indiafor notimplementingthe
written assurances madeto
the SKM on December 9,
2021, in the context of the
historicfarmers srugglethat
sacrificed the lives of 736
martyrs. The Sansad
demandsto enact lawsinthe
Parliament and al the state
assemblies guaranteeing
procurement of all crops
based on MSP at C2+50%
and modernisation of
agriculture under producer
cooperatives, agro-based
industriesunder both public
sector and cooperative
sector to end corporate
takeover of agriculture and
sharethesurplusout of value
addition with the primary
producers. We demand a
comprehensveloanwaiver to
freerural households from
indebtedness and end

Stop National Monetisation Pipeline 2.0
Repeal 4 Labour Codes

Repeal Electricity Bill 2025

Repeal GRAMG Act 2025

Repeal Seed Bill 2025

Repeal SHANTI Bill

Jantar Mantar

9th March 2026
10:00 am - 01:00 pm

Demand for the Enactment of Law
forMSP@C2-50% with

guaranteed procurement

Loan Waiver

Restore MGNREGA

0ld Pension Scheme

Minimum wage of Rs.26000/- per month/

Implement LARR Act 2013
Guarantee 200 days of work and
Rs.700/- as daily wage

PLATFORM OF CENTRAL TRADE UNIONS-CTUS
SAMYUKT KISAN MORCHA- SKM

peasant suicides, and strictly
enforcetheLARRACt 2013
whileacquiring farmers and
forest land.

While reiterating demands
adopted by the All-India
Joint Convention of Workers
and Farmers Held on 24th
August, 2023, Talkatora
Stadium, New Delhi, we
demandtoendthemad drive
of privatisation of public
sector and services such as
railway, port and docks, coa
and non-coa mines, ail, ted,
defence, roadwayss, airports,
banks, insurance, telecom,
postal, atomic energy,
electricity generation and
supply and condemn these
moves including the NMP
2.0, and withdraw al such
acts, billsand policies.

The Sansad demands the
withdrawal of the Electricity
(Amendment) Bill, 2025,
whichwill cresteadisastrous
impact on agriculture,
domestic and MSME
electricity consumers, andthe
publiceectricity sector of our
country and withdraw
prepaid smart meters and
provide 300 units of free
electricity toall consumers.
The Sansad demand to

withdraw the New Seed Bill
2025, which favours giant
Corporations, withdraw the
anti-rural employment VB
GRAM G Act and restore
theMNREGA enriched with
200 days work and Rs.700
as daily wage, restore the
Old Pension Scheme (OPS)
and scrap NPS/UPS.

The Sansad demands repesal
of all the recent policy
decisions and enactments
detrimental to the people's
lives and livelihoods and
endangersthe economic and
political sovereignty of our
country- the SHANTI Act,
allowing private foreign
corporatesinhighly risky and
hazardous nuclear power
productionwithout liakility in
caseof accidents; 100% FDI
in insurance sector; Shram
Shakti Niti 2025 based on
Manu Smriti and Pension
ValidationAct 2025 etc.
TheMazdoor Kisan Sansad
calsupontheentireworking
peopleto take out constant
united struggles if the
government decides to go
ahead with the
implementation of the most
regressive four Labour
codes, which take away all
therights of theworkers of
our country, including the
freedom of Association, right
to collectivebargaining, right
to strike and right to an 8-
hour workday. The labour
codesaredenyingtherights
of morethan 93% informal
workersin the country and
wideningtheforma/informal
divide.

We demand the government
toimmediately withdraw the
4 Labour Codes, restorethe
old labour laws and the
Labour laws enforcement
machinery; right to
occupational safety and
health being afundamental
right, Ratify of ILO
Conventionsonfundamental

rights - C- 87 freedom of
on page6...
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AIFB Dips Its Banner in Homage to Veteran
Communlst Leader R. Nallakannu

The Central Committee of the All
India Forward Bloc expresses its
profound grief at the passing away
of R. Nallakannu, veteran |eader of
the Communist Party of Indiaand a
revolutionary freedom fighter. With
his demise, an erain the Left and
progressive movement of Indiahas
cometo an end.

R. Nallakannu was not merely a
political leader; hewasaningitution
inhimsdf. Hislifelong dedicationto
the cause of workers, peasants, and
themarginalised sections of society
stands as a shining example of
principled politicsand selflesspublic
savice Hissmpleliving, unwavering
integrity, and countlesssacrificesfor
socid jusicewill beremembered and
recorded in history with golden

|etters.
From his humble beginningsin a
remote village of Tamil Nadu to

Mazdoor-Kisan Sansad Calls...

from page 5...

Association, C- 98 Collective
Bargaining, C-190, C-189, C-155
and 187 OSH; ConvenetheIndian
Labour Conference (ILC) that was
not convened sincethelast ILC held
in 2015, stop privatization of public
sector Industriesand services; stop
outsourcing and contractualisation of
jobs, withdraw fix term employment
law, implement minimumwagesof Rs
26,000 for all workers including
schemeworkersandfill upthe651akh
vacant posts in government and
public sector and lift ban on new
posts.

The Sansad notes that the
Government of Indiaisundermining
thefederd character of our nationand
encroachingontherightsof thedtates,
depriving them of the financial
resourcesand centraizing the power.
We demand that the constitutional
rights of the states must be strictly
adhered to by restoring the taxation
powers of the states through
amending the GST Act 2017, and
provide 60% shareto statesinstead
of the current 33% of thedivisible
pool (including cessand surcharges).
We demand the government to tax
thesuper-richand ensurefundamenta
rightsof employment, food, health,
education, pensionand housingtodl
citizensasdatutory responsility and
endthecorporate policiesof breeding
inequdity and concentration of wedth
under monopolies and handful of
billionaires.

The Sansad demandsto enact law to
strictly control and suppress
communal elements indulging in
promoting communal and divisive
politicsendangering theunity of the
working people and creating
insecurity and unrest in various parts
of the country. We call upon the
working peopletoisolate communal
divisveforcesand upholdthesecular
character of our nation.

This Mazdoor Kisan Sansad calls
upon the peopleof Indiato

@ Observe 23rd March 2026, the
martyrdom day of Shaheed Bhagat
Singh, Rgjguru and Sukhdev asAnti
- Imperidis Day againg thefreetrade
deal, 4 labour codes and for other
demands.

@ Observe 1 April 2026 asAll India
Black Day against the Labour Codes
and on other demands.

@ Hold Mahapanchayatsindl states
of Indiato assert theabove demands
andrally thefarmersand workersin
theanti-corporate mass struggles.

If thegovernment remainsbe ligerent
and authoritarian, the Sansad calls
upon farmersand workersto gear up
foralong haul of congtant, pan-India,
united strugglestill al the demands
are achieved and force the
government to reverse al the anti-
nationd, anti-peoplepoalicies.
ThisWorkers- Farmers Parliament
appealsfor coordinated support of
movements from all working and
democratic sectionsof the people.

becoming one of themost respected
figures in the State’s political
landscape, his journey was truly
inspirationd. Hislifestory servesas
abeacon of hope and guidance for
theyounger generation, demondrating
how commitment, discipline, and
ideologica clarity can shapepublic
lifewith dignity and purpose.

Known for his soft-spoken nature
and accommodative approach, R.
Nallakannu earned the respect of
friendsand political opponentsalike.
He maintained warm and cordial
relationswiththeleadership of theAll

India Forward Bloc, reflecting his
inclusvespirit and dedicationto unity
among progressiveforces.
Inhonour of hisexalted memory, the
Central Committee of theAll India
Forward Bloc dips its banner and
flag. The Party conveysitsheartfelt
condolencesto hisbereaved family
members, comrades of the
Communist Party of India, and his
countlessadmirersand friendsacross
the country.

Hislegacy will continuetoinspirethe
struggles for equality, justice, and
democraticrights.

Government Failure, War Fallout...

from page 1...

particularly edible oils, must be
regulated. Adegquate compensation
must be provided to gigworkerswho
havelog their livelihoods, and urgent
measures must be taken to protect
small restaurant owners from
collapse.

At thesametime, we unequivocally
condemn the aggressive actions of
the United Statesand I srael against
Iran, which have destabilised global
energy supplies and adversely
impacted countrieslikeIndia. The

government of Indiamust abandon
itsslenceandtakeaprincipled stand
indefence of sovereignty and peace.
The All India Forward Bloc calls
uponthegovernment to urgently raise
itsvoiceagainst thewar, demand its
immediate cessation, and take al
necessary diplomatic and economic
measuresto ensurethe uninterrupted
supply of energy resources to the
country. Thelivesand livelihoods of
millions cannot be sacrificed at the
altar of geopoalitical alignmentsand

policy pardysis.
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Nepal’s Political Earthquake:
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A Generational Revolt and a Wake-Up Call for the Left

The outcome of Nepal’'s
latest parliamentary elections
marks a profound political
moment, Sgndlingnot merdy
achangein government but
adeeper generationd rupture
in the country’s political
consciousness. Thedramatic
riseof the RastriyaSwatantra
Party (RSP) anditsdecisive
mandatereflectsasweeping
rejection of the entrenched
political order represented by
forcessuchastheCommunist
Party of Nepal (Unified
Marxist—Leninist), the
Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist Centre), and the
Nepali Congress. From a
L eft perspective, thisverdict
must not be dismissed as a
temporary wave or a mere
protest vote; rather, it
demands serious
introspectionintothefailures
of the traditional Left

movementin Nepal.

For decades, Nepal’s Left
forcescarried theaspirations
of workers, peasants, andthe
marginalised, particularly
during and after the
democratic transformation
that followed the People’s
Movement of 1990. The
promulgation of the
Constitution of Nepal 2015
further institutionalised
federadismand republicaniam,
outcomesshaped significantly
by Left struggles. Yet, the
promise of these historic
gains has been steadily
eroded by factionalism,
opportunism, and agrowing
disconnect between
leadership and the masses.
The collapse of the unified
Nepal Communist Party
experiment after 2017
symbolised not just
organisational failure but

Subhasism: A Revolutionary...

from page 8...

mantle of patriotism while
undermining democratic
valuesand social harmony,
Subhasism offers a clear
aternative. It distinguishes
between genuinelovefor the
nation and opportunistic
rhetoric. True patriots,
according to Subhasist
thought, arethosewho work
for thewelfare of the people,
uphold secularism, and fight
againg exploitationinadl its
forms. They are guided by
principles, not propaganda;
by action, not dogans.
Subhasism also emphasi ses
the importance of astrong,
accountable statethat serves
theinterests of the people. It
envisions a governance
model that is transparent,
efficient, and committed to
socia welfare. At the same
time, it stressesthe need for
mass participation in
democratic processes,
ensuring that power remains
rooted in the will of the
people. This balance
between state authority and
popular sovereignty iscrucid
for building a just and
equitablesociety.

Ultimatdy, Subhassmisacdl
toaction. It challengesusto
rethink our understanding of
nationalism, to reject
complacency, and to
embraceavisonof Indiathat
isfree, just, andinclusive. It
remindsusthat independence
isnot anend but acontinuous
process, requiring constant
vigilance, struggle, and
commitment. In a world
marked by inequality,
divison, and uncertainty, the
principles of Subhasism
provide a roadmap for
building a society that is
humane, equitable, and truly
democratic.

Aswereflect onthelegacy
of Netgji and the ideals he
stood for, it becomes clear
that Subhasismisnot merely
aphilosophy of the past—it
isanecessity for the present
and the future. Those who
truly lovethenaionmust rise
above superficid narratives
anddignthemsdveswiththe
values of sacrifice, justice,
and unity that define
Subhasiam. Only thencanwe
hopeto realise the dream of
anationthat sandsstrong, not
justinpower, butinprinciple.

ideologicd dilution.
The repeated cycles of
ingtability under leaderssuch
asK. P. SharmaOli, Pushpa
Kamal Dahal, and Sher
Bahadur Deuba created an
impression that the political
class—irrespective of
ideological labels—had
become entrenched in a
culture of power-sharing
rather than people-centric
governance. This*carousel
politics” alienated large
sections of the youth, who
increasingly  viewed
traditional parties as
indistinguishable in their
pursuit of office and
patronage. Theemergenceof
the 2025 Gen Z protestswas
thusnot an aberration but a
culmination of long-
smmeringfrudratiionsagang
corruption, unemployment,
and themass outmigration of
Nepali youth.
Itisinthiscontext thet therise
of Balendra Shah assumes
significance. Histransition
fromanindependent mayora
victory in Kathmandu to
leading the RSP's national
campaign represents the
crystallisation of a new
politica narrative—onethat
is anti-establishment,
technocratic, and heavily
reliant onyouth mobilisation.
The RSP ssweeping victory,
particularly inurban centres
and among first-timevoters,
reflects the depth of
disillusionment  with
traditiona parties, including
those of the Left. However,
from a progressive
standpoint, thisdevel opment
must be approached with
cautiousoptimismrather than
uncritica celebration.
While the electorate’s
rejection of satusquo palitics
iswelcome, theideological

character of theRSPremains

ambiguous. Its discourse,
centred on governance
efficiency, anti-corruption,
and administrative reform,
lacksaclear commitment to
structural transformation,
classjustice, or redistribution
of wesdlth. Thereisarisk that
suchtechnocratic politics, if
unmoored from apro-people
ideologicd framework, could
end upreinforcing neolibera
economic policiesunder the
guise of efficiency. Early
criticisms of Mr. Shah's
tenure as Kathmandu
mayor—particularly
regarding insensitivity
towards informal workers
and the urban poor—
underscorethisconcern.
For Nepd'sL€ft parties, this
moment must serve as a
wake-up cal. Thecrissthey
faceisnot merely electoral
but existentid. Theerosion of
credibility among theyouth
andworking classespointsto
a deeper ideological and
organisationd stagnation. The
Left must ask itself difficult
guestions: Why did it fail to
channel thelegitimate anger
of the masses into a
progressive  political
dternative?How didit allow
corruption and patronageto
take root within its own
ranks? And why did it
become indistinguishable
from centrist and bourgeois
partiesin practice?
Salf-introspection must lead
to concrete renewal. First,
the Left must return to its
foundational principles—
classstruggle, socid justice,
and equiitabledeve opment—
while adapting them to
contemporary redlities. This
requiresarenewed focuson
employment generation,
public investment, and

reversing the structural
conditionsthat forcemillions
of Nepalisto seek livelihoods
abroad. Second, internal
democracy within Left parties
must be strengthened to
break the stranglehold of
entrenched leadership and
encourage the emergence of
new, credible faces. Third,
the Left must rebuild its
organic links with mass
movements—trade unions,
peasant organisations,
student groups—rather than
relying solely on electoral
aithmetic.

Equally important istheneed
for ethical politica practice.
The perception that Left
leaders have become
complicitin corruption has
severely damaged their mord
authority. A transparent,
accountablepolitical culture
isessential if the Left isto
regain publictrust. Therecent
electora verdict showsthat
votersarewillingtoembrace
aternativeswhentraditional
forces fail to deliver; this
lesson must not beignored.
Findly, theLeft must engage
congtructively with the new
political reality. While
opposing any anti-people
policies of the RSP
government, it should also
support measures that
genuinely advance
democratic governance and
inditutiond reform. A reflexive
oppostioniamwill only further
alienate the electorate.
Instead, aprincipled, issue-
based approach can helpthe
L eft reassertitsrelevance.
In conclusion, the Nepal
electionresultsrepresent both
arejection of the old order
and an uncertain opening for
thefuture. Theriseof theRSP
is a symptom of deeper
socio-political churn rather
than adefinitive solution. For
the Left, this is a historic
moment to introspect,
reorganise, and reconnect
withthepeople. Failuretodo
sowill not only margindiseit
further but also risk leaving
the political space open to
forcesthat may not shareits
commitment tosocid justice
and equdlity.
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Study Material:
Subhasism: A Revolutionary Vision of

Nationalism, Social Justice and People’s Power

Subhasism, the political
philosophy inspired by Netgji
Subhas Chandra Bose,
represents one of the most
radical, uncompromisngand
forward-looking streams
within India’'s freedom
struggle. It is not merely a
higtorical doctrineconfinedto
theanti-colonial movement;
rather, itisalivingideologica
framework rootedin militant
nationalism, economic
justice, and unwavering
commitment to the
oppressed. In today’s
political climate—where
hollow rhetoric often
masqueradesaspatriotism—
Subhasism emerges as a
powerful corrective, calling
for sacrifice, integrity, anda
people-centric vision of
netion-building.

At its core, Subhasism is
fiercdy anti-imperidist. Netgji
understood that imperiadism
was not only a political
structure of foreign
domination but also an
economic systemdesignedto
extract wedlth and perpetuate
inequaity. Hisoppositionto
British colonialism was
therefore not limited to
political independence; it
extended to dismantling all
formsof externa control and
exploitation. In the
contemporary world, this
principle remains deeply
relevant, asglobd capitd and
neo-imperialist forces
continuetoinfluencenationa
policies and undermine
economic sovereignty.
Subhasism  demands

vigilance against such
machinationsandingstsona
s f-reliant, independent path
for thenation.

Equaly centrd to Subhasism
isitscritiqueof cgpitdismand
its exploitative character.
Netaji envisioned an India
where wealth would not be
concentrated in the hands of
a few but distributed
equitably among the people.
He believed that political
freedom without economic
justicewould beincomplete
and hollow. Therefore,
Subhasism advocatesfor the
socialisation of wealth,
ensuring that theresources of
the nation are used for the
collective good rather than
private profit. This vision
alignsclosely with socialist
principles, where the state
plays a proactive role in
regulating the economy,
protecting public assets, and
guarantesingbascrightstodll
ctizens

The rights of workers and
farmersoccupy aprominent
placein Subhasist thought.
Netaji recognised that these
sectionsform the backbone
of the nation’seconomy and
must be empowered, not
exploited. Subhassmcalsfor
stronglabour protections, fair
wages, and dignifiedworking
conditions. Italsoemphasises
the need to safeguard the
interestsof farmers, ensuring
that they arenot subjected to
market volatility, corporate
exploitation, or policy neglect.
In this sense, Subhasism
gtandsfirmly withthetoiling

"THE PATH IS NETAJI'S.
THE MARCH IS OURS"
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India: Forward with Netaiji's Vision®
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and build solidarity acrossal
sectionsof society.

masses, advocating for a
system where production
serves human needs rather
than profit motives.

Another defining feature of
Subhasism is its
uncompromising opposition
tocommunal politics. Netgji
envisioned a secular India
whereunity would bebuilt on
shared Sruggleand collective
aspirations, not divided by
religion, caste, or identity.
Commund hatred, inhisview,
wasatool used by imperidist
and reactionary forces to
weaken the nation from
within. Today, whendivisve
politics threatens social
harmony, Subhasismreminds
us that true nationalism is
inclusve, unifying, androoted
in mutual respect. It calls
upon citizenstoreject hatred

Subhasism is also a
philosophy of sacrifice.
Netgi’slifeitself standsasa
testament to hisunwavering
commitment tothenation. He
did not seek comfort or
compromise; instead, he
chose the path of struggle,
hardship, and ultimate
sacrificefor India sfreedom.
Thisspirit of selflessnessis
central to Subhasism. Iturges
individuals, especially the
youth, to rise above narrow
self-interests and dedicate
themsdvestothelarger cause
of national progress and
socia justice. In an age of
growing individualism and
materialism, this message
cariesprofound significance.
The role of the Indian

National Army (INA) in
shaping Subhasist ideology
cannot beoverstated. Under
Netgji’sleadership, theINA
becameasymbol of courage,
unity, and defiance against
colonial rule. It brought
together peoplefromdiverse
backgrounds, united by a
common goal of liberation.
Thesacrificesmadeby INA
soldiersrepresent thehighest
ideals of patriotism and
collective struggle.
Subhasism calls upon the
nation to remember and
honour these contributions,
not asmerehistorical events
but asguiding principlesfor

present and future
generdions.
I ncul cating patriotismamong

the youth is another vital
aspect of Subhasism.
However, this is not the
narrow, performative
patriotism often witnessedin
contemporary discourse.
Instead, it is a deep,
conscious love for the
nation—expressed through
service, responsibility, and a
commitment to justice.
Subhas smencouragesyoung
people to engage critically
with socia redlities, to stand
against injustice, and to
actively participatein nation-
building. It seeksto crestea
generation that is not only
proud of itsheritagebut aso
determined to build abetter
future.
In the current national
situation, where pseudo-
nationalists often claimthe
on page /...

7

Printed, Published & Edited by Debabrata Biswas, Ex-M.P. for the Central Committee of All India Forward Bloc, T-2235/2, Ashok Nagar, Faiz
Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005. Printed at Kumar Offset Printers, 381 Patpar Ganj Industrial Area, Delhi-110092

N\

Ph.:011-28754273
e-mail

TOWARDS SOCIALISM

If undelivered please returnto :

ALL INDIA FORWARD BLOC

Netaji Bhavan, T-2235/2, Ashok Nagar,
Faiz Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005

. biswasd.aifb@yahoo.co.in
Website : www.forwardbloc.org

To,




